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Karly illinois Nistory 


Sets Bey Tye ee > & Me st ot he i . ‘ 
in order to have a true background fer the carly history 

fF yy oe ds 8 ey ea a fe, ae ep o 
ef the GOUNUY, £0 Us Feview briefly the early histery sf cur 


te omy Fe eycy eth etrs ; ‘ “I IS Ls or ts ® ” * 
SCAGS » Leading up tea the Grention of Chawesieon Gor UNS FOr 2 


Latkes A Sool: aoe 


y ae nin See 5 agin, ob & “ * = ~ - « ss iy 
proper understanding of its true greatness, let we moke « fer 


TAGS 252 pie iA dh See 


Gcomparisong. ingland, Ireland, Seotland and Wales, with az 


oe ae 


Fy eR yey ; % $4 73C ahaa |  % a one %. ro a oe aye 
BBregatea population of 29,521,000 in all, have but Littie nore 
Be ee 

wf eee res 


he ake ce 


aA ‘ %,, 4 i? a e an ff is aye x si “> f ey * 
ek¢e $168 mumhber Os BUUSPE Giles conteined in Tilinsis 


iS ia larger than Maine, New Fammshive and Yernant sogether, 
Vagsacnuigetts and Hew York together, and has more square miles 
Shan Massachusetts, Rhode Inland, Somnectéeut and Chic. 
Following the arrival of Pather Jadues Marquekte, a French 
Jesuit Priest and missionary, in wnt is nov {ilinois, during 


She year 2 eer together with his good friend Louls Joliet, we 


inh, 
pie 


ith then exploring the Wisconsin and Arkanaag TAVeLG. the 
Indians shoving marked hosti iLity, they atarted the retura to 
Caanda, but arrived at the mouth of the Illinoie siver, turned 
their eanoes up that stream, ascended the river as far as the 
head of the Den Plaines, thence to the Chicaze river, and thus 
reached Lake Michigan. These then were the firat white mon to 


Vieit the present site of Chicag ASter traveling over the 


re 


tates of Illinois and Wisconsin, Marquette eatablished a mission 
i 


a Gnile county on the present ides of Utica, established 


Channa sign County Mi stoxy con ae 
‘by Pat ui susey 9 3 


ba By +e Sail : a in +s % 3 : dpe, Q Ua 
the Fort of St. Louis on the Tilinois river in 1683, tims 
Pg 


é “y! TA, surg i, : - ay. ‘a }; iy % Ns ye eee , u She * 4 , at 7 
imguring the fori of hold in the ¢erritory now imown as Il] Lincis. 


Later, during the war with tyain, Yzance built Fort Chartres, 
the etrongest fortress On tic western coutinent, acas the 
vilinge of Kagkaskia on the Uiiineia river. This becase the 
seat of sovernent and the headquaztera of a larza and 2aa! sionable 
ponuleat ton. 


In 1752, Franne declared Louisiana, of which the 


jects and ati restrictions ta commerce vere renevad. Flourichines 


oa 
settlementa sorene us all around faskackia, the inhabitants of 
which vere exclusively doveted fo asticulture. Until S755, 
etigrante ranidiy Tlowed into these eettlomenta, and the countey 


&t by ne 2 “ z Koa % « oy OF rg 
inem came tha Frenne; and Indien war. By. the teceaty ot 
¢ Sn on. & gata Ay Trae eta Breed TE oe: Pe ee : ee eagle a cued ec ae eae 
Meunmiainilaau tad Peo holdings im whit 2a now Tlilincis vassed 


yt * 4 ‘ BS yee Y wm» NS Sa ce ay F ~ 
inte English contzol under the Jurigdictio: of Vireinia. In 


— a at | Oper hs APE copes d Py . Re 4 meets gx Bn gi oot hs, BR bs > 
October, L778, the Virginia assevbly designated the territory 


the County of ILlincis. 


an the year 16800 the territory of indians was feruec, of which 
Tilinois constituted « part, thth the seat uf ecvereneat at 


Vincennes. in 1808, by act cl congress, the territery of Wlineis 
woe constituted. dni April, Lele, Tllincis we adultes 40 the 
Unisn, and the next yenr the iegislavure nat at Rashes, and 
selectud Vand aida, ag the - on ivok of the stute. It was aftecwaz 
renoved te Gyrinsvield in 26sco.° From thia bri. nf v2 Sed ui of facts 
ah tHe listeury of ULlineis it will be essen thet 4t hae in turn 
beena part of the expire of France “TK Great Britan “Sth Spnin 


aca claimant. 
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CHAPTER IT 
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io al an ee ee " ot ” ‘i i+ 7 ae 5 es 3 Aig a ds od ‘ ex 6 tiv, 
ancsiang had fany villaces in the cursouniin: tomeitory, the. pring 


Gipai of which were Zickapo-go-oui, om the weet bank of the Yabaah 
in Cranford county; another on both sides of the Yormilldon river 
wnere 1% joined the Wabash. Higher up thea Vorméilion vere 

other villages, ome being feur mllasa west of Danville, near the 
mouth of the Hiddle Fork. . Thia neighborhood was reputed to 
gontain a very rich copper minc, of which the Indisng were 9o 
extremely jealous that traders were osutioned not te spproach 


: % fo = s+ S . “ & & 
the hilis eprposed’d te contain it. 


st OE | i msi % Sy ~ Sm, aber 2 S, =¥ & 4, Pe th 7 z ¥ Bs Fa my, 
In 2519 when by a treaty between the United States ond the 


eae 


& P wt. & yy ee ~~ ¥ SS ae + ew ty is AY gm: g2 i PS fe Sn ow Y fon & a we oe tN & 
Ki ckanoc oy Wptadeee oa art of ik 2zTtO2S GAS Ceaca ta = ike. stam weeks. <3 eatea, 
eZ mye 4 *s * “yy F ay IT AD Fe en te iss Po me, Se, ef oe te Vas igi 5s eS es oy ke =. 7 
4% ceased t6 be an incian nosgession. & Giors Farwec Laver, hea 


part of thie tribe, Known as the Rickepoo indisns of the Ver 
million, made = separate treaty with the governnent, OY which 
the Indians cpio by medes and bofnds all the land at nresent 
occunied by the eastern pert of the county of Champaign, ell of 
Vermillion c oony and a part of Ford county, to the rovernnent, 
moving vert. : 

Phe true pionects of this, aa of evary other American state. 
wore the American Indians. 1% ia interesting to note that at 


the settlement west of Danville there are reunins cf one of se 


S 


the largest Indian cemeteries. in the Yabash valley. Although 
the land haa been in cultivation for over fifty yeara, seldom 


& year goos by without arrow heads, atone axes, fun flints, - 


of silver trinkets being turned wo in the furrows, 


knives 


of F212 did they esse hostilities and move weet. Even the 
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THoese Indians were numerous and warlike, and were danrerous 
neichders of the ehites. They foucht in «reat numbers and 
with feensicd courace, keepine the settlements in Thiincta 
amd Iniiange in constant perile their principal terns were 
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Village were partiowlarly dangoroua to the pionder settlers, 
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and children, $0 say mothini: of the leseer orines ¢f burninz 
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the #ichanosa at the Yersillion remained in this territory 
rede 4 eres sas fein, eure pes Eerste, Se ek E 
wumitil Lads, vhen they emioveated to Kansas. 
Althe the early settlers «2 


mm county fcamd 2 


se ges Bin fh 3 ? i eh eee de. Tes, MY we 5? me . my te nae eS as ym = oe - 
% that Tn, f apy ony ORE ° . wy tet * 5 gh ty Sy gh, Be ee a4 
ramber aL Ind coms Villages, the amiians occupying these were 


warriora were tall, flerce and hauchty. They were divided 
into four clans, Golden Garp, Frog, Crab and Tortoias. Their 
bande woule separate, and unite in the wanting OL same ang 


in the pursuit of their evemies. The English tromslation of 


tae word Potha awatomice is, "fe are making a fice." 
The Pottawatonias always ¢raveled in Indian file, upon 
well beaten trails, connecting by the most direct routes, 
prominent pointe ead tradins posta. These native hishvays 
sorved ag puldes to early sottlers, whe Follewed ther whol 23 


much confidence as we now do the roads laid-out and worred by 


L 
a 
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; 
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civilized man. In fact, the Fort Clarke road, fron Danville 
40 Fort Clarke, now know as Peoria, was originally a 
thororvare for Indian traffic. 

She site oF Urbana eeens to hava been-« Yaverite campe 
ime ground for the vottewatomies.. Later, when other 
settlors caus, they Found many well peaten tralls actogs 

| 
the nrairics, but the spring situated on approximately 
the oite of tae Fiat tron mubberng in Urvana, was the 
greatcat atiract This furnished an abundances or 
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adjoining and the big grove furnishing an abundagnoe of 
gaue, they canpea there even for venzre efter the Tirat 
white settlers had taken up their abode andilan trinscts 
and ornaments were often picked up in thal neignberhood 


Pea a ees Big Fate b dts! oes ‘ awe agen oe Bey ee ees te. 
ane shen the Fiew iror building was: SSec EOC» BN LiRGLan 
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present court house square. larly settleya tell us that 
the Boneyard tock its name from the bleached vones of 
many animals slain by the Indians alons its banks, while 
coming to £4 for water. | 


That the eite of Urbana had been the home of thes 


Indians for a great manyyoazs was evidenced by the fact. 


that a chief? of.the Pottor rabanios, one Shewauger by nane, 
better known to the early settlers as "01d Soldier, 
returned. to thig snot as his birth place many tines sub- 


quent to 1624. He ances tc have been bom under a 


Champaion COUR, Hiatoxry Fhe Fy: : | | G 


Dla! <‘gherry trea ‘Rear the enbin of Jesse “4lkineon, where 
Fiine'’s ayaa now etande on Main SELREE. This cabin twas 
afterwards moved to Crystal Lake Pax and has recently : 
‘Deen destroyed. | fn LO3L he came with 15 ov 20 other 
indians and wit! aa on the weat olde of the grove, three 
siles north of Urbana. | | : 

Another favorito can mp ne spot fox Shemauger and his- 
iets situated on the creck at the 
north end of the Groves Shemaucer was 75 years of Age 
42 1962, when subsequent to the Elack Hawk Yar, he 
enioerated with hig cquey and papocees to the far west. 

He souctines eane in compan ny with a Large part of his 


4% “ates 


tribe, and sometimes only with his family, and would 


int 
: 


fornain in camp fox months alon: the oxeck. One early 
settler living near the clay bank tells of paying ire~ 
quont vieits to the camp, fearing nothing. He telis of 
the braves cutting with their tomahaves, holes in two 
moarby ¢roes. into which holes they inserted poles cat 
the proper Lencth. These poles made a huse ladder reach- 
ing to 2 creont height. Up this ladder they would clinb 
on warm nights to escane the heat and the mosquitoes, 
peacefully reclinine amonz the top of the trees, while 
their emis Awa were engaged in theit domestic duties below. . 

Chapter III 
Land Survey of Champaign County--L82168102c. 

In order fully +o understand the early surveys am 
methods of takins title to Land by the early settiors, 


‘ € 
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is 49 necessary to review the syetem used by the Uniged 
States Government in its surveys: 

Surveys in the United 8 ates are based wunon 
weridian Zine running exactly Nex bh end South, meagured 
by agtrononical meaguremonts, and upon a tobondard 
Pavallel, 9 o£ bage Line, running Bast and Vest, similariy — 
estab bligh ed. Similar Lines par allot &o these are xun 
every siz wiles, and ¢tus the gurface of the earth Le 
divided into six square miles Torth and South ane aiz 
miles Fact and West, each containing thirty-oix square miles 
of sections. These sections axe further divided by 
meridgjans and parallel into halves, and each of these inte 
thivda, making a meridian a parallel every mlis. by 
dividing these miles into halves, the points are estab. 
lished fox dividing the section into quarter sectionge 

The aquare of thirtyesix miles are termed °% dowmahion” 
and each tier of them East and Weat is numbered either N. 
or &., fs0m the base line, and each tier of them Nh. oF 6 
ig termed a range, and either numbered E. or %. From the 
heridian. The NM. and &. Lines bordering the townshipa 
ave known as "range Lines,® and the Es. end ¥ as "town~ 
ehip Lines." 

The sectione in any given township are nuabered 


\ 


bevinnine with seetion 1 at the northeeast corner of the 
township, running thence across and back unt4l the 36th 
is reached at the southeast corner. 

Thug, for instance the designation of Urbana Township 
at T. 10%, R. Of. of 3rd P.H., means that Urbena township 
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a be ge ee ee Cer eee ee EN 


Be (ae ee ee Ee ee ee 


ee a a ee MHDS 
Ch. PEEEPE he A Se ) CONE Gy rik Sat ay 


de ey ba Yn + WEE 4, Sey Sn & es heb es ms e' 4 » % bask 
ig the nineteenth Bowrisniyp norsh of the base Line, aie 


Preis | et or he Se Et A nga Key om oe dh ory oy xy wae ot | ote oe" 
in the ninth vance east of the fhird Principal Meridian. 


et we a —— i aa are i pts, tis ae: Be ok eee 
The prainoipal part of Vroana being ay Seduzons 


Lg! 2 a e ot PY wg hh, dor py trons +h. Hh on eee oh Ser a re 5 
?, 8, 17 and 18 of Urbana township means that they are 


2%, 


2 « SN a re = Y " WP dos 7 f>, ge ?% rt de 8 eel 
¢he upper four lett hand eecctions. The designatioa 


HW Le4 of WW led of Sete G, Tre GO Ue Ne GE. would, 


| 


therefore, mean 40 acres in the extrame uoper left hand 


Bh timed 


corner of the section ae the sxtroeme woper Left Rand 
corner of Urbana tovnahin. | | ‘f 

tn cee the year in which the fixes surveyors cane 
to what is now Champa aden County, GLE the Land at present 
ecoupied by Clark, Coles, Edgar, Vert aailion, Chap pagan 
and Trequcis count les, wag within the limits of Clark 
county, which im ite turn hed been separated Seon 
Geawford county. Whether these surveyors were the giret 


bad 


Linits o% 


Py 


white men to set foot within the 


County ia not knowte 
Ju wag the duty of these gurveyors to obs and mar 


¢he ines dividing the townships and seobions, suming 


their lines a mile spart through the woods and praitics 
and aorags the atreans, at right angles to each other, 
and where those croaesed to efeet mounds of earth end 
pury charred sticks or stones. If thia was impossible, 


they marked nearby ELOC Be 


Mi the time fheae BULrVOYS Were ate, the. townships 
were P aaetcnat ed by: abex ana not by NiUMe » and nagvusally 
the firgq% to be surveyed were thosa conventent to exday pH 4 
t2a At Be As the only larce treill minnins throuch the 
territory y at that time enme into the precons county fzon 
the northeeast, these eastex mm tiers of townships were 
eurveyet fivat. 

fhe two eastern tiers, known as Hanges 10 and 14 Faat, 
were surveyed by deputy surveyorg in he year Locl, while 
the rest of the townships im the present county were 
curveyed im 1832. Between Hangeg 10 and 14 Fast oceure 
& harrow ixregular strip about a mile wide, running 
North and Seuth there magh the Eastern part of the county. 
This is known as Range 11 East, and was caused by one 
Group or surveyors surveying Range 14 in the Eastern 
part of the county, and another group surveying the 
Western tiers of townshing. 
| It ig interesting to know that in the Coumty Clerk! 
office in Urbana, the county seat, the oxiginal "Survey 
Records" copied from the records in the General Land Office 
faithfully show every pond, every stream, and every grove 
of timber in dta exact ;Osition and proportion. When 
the fizet settlera arrived, they found the abandoned 
Gamp fires of the surveyors where the seotion and town~ 
@hip corners had been marked. These water color plates 
show the tliuber tracts, the ponds, streamg and open prairie 
just as they appeared to Runnel Fielder, Willian Wompkins 


and Henry Sadorus, ea few years Later. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
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o: L-eRunnel Fielder 

There goene to be some qu eation in the minds ef 
historians as to the Adentity of tha Zitat white settler 
in what is now known ag Champaign Co GY This honer 
undoubtedly Lies between ona, kumnel Fieldér and one, Willien 
Towpleir @ However, cue to the fact that Tielder settled at 
the extreme eastern edge of the Big Greve tt ber, and 
Tompkins ecttlied farther along the eveck with in the timber 
tract Liself, 4% may be agsuned that he found Fielder already 
settled on his averival , and took up his read moe a Little 
farther west. : ee 

imagine, 4f you can, the situation in which Ficides 
found himself upon his arrival. After some Zour or five 
weeke on the goad from Kentucky, for 4t ia generally ac« 
Cepted that he came fxom 4) hat state, G¥aveling by wagon oF 
by horseback, he entered the present county fxom the couthe 
east, tradition tells us, stopping over night at a treat | 
of tinbex aiterward known as Lynn's Grove, Located on a 
“gtrean near the south-eastern limites of the county. 

From there, he followed the édge of the timber along 
the gouth side of Salt Fork river until he came to the edge 
of a larger tract of timber afterward now ag the Big 


eye and there he made hie home. 


The reader may ask why he chose a home in the timber 
track vather than on the open prairige Such a track furnished 
hin with shelter, building materiale, wood for fuel, sking 
for clothing, wild animals for food, ond abundant water. 
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He had ith him his wife and family, very Likely 


a 


ou < wok, 3 ot mr 54a oO ~ = iuton ie ‘* “a wd ? ea Wa Ey 
consisting of a larce mumbor of children, as was Gomuon 


in thoge dayse Ag Neat as we can fiouxe, his ¢abin - oe: 


4 a | Quen & MF ¢ <i % ee rh fF ty ety oo 4 a ee whe i ee dhe S 
GOMES be wo Ue of tb bd Mabe pay: « i he Sot & et 3% w ahe Aa RAees 1 Sy mitt 3 3 wi 


me 


pouch logs or tather poles, such as he and his family 
could handle; a dirt Se Mer windows, @ fireplace made 
of sticks and’ Clay, and 2 door of OpL2iG Logg. 
thie cabin steed on the south side ox the Fiver oF 
crock, at the extreme eastern edge of a timber tract ex 
tending north of hig cabim some rae ea, and weps 
proximately the same cistance. Ride greve conaisted 
of wire sin oak, hickory, sugar inmaple and other timber. 
His nearest neighbors were a small settlement of Pottae 
watomie Indiana Located on the present site of Urbana, 
four miles west. | 
Rumnel Fieldex did not own the land on which he 
Located in the year *__. but was at first a squatter 
upon the public demain aa were oll of the early setticrs 
in the county prior to 1827 It is easy to widerstand 
that although any of the Iand ecould have been bought for 
$1.85 pex acre from the government, 44 meant a Long and 
dangerous trip to the Land effieo a hundred miles avay 
to register his title and become the omer in fee aimle 
6f his hone. On the other hand, he had little fear at 
that tine of any other settler digputing his lain. 


% ho year shown in notes is "1682" 
which must be an ervore | ee 
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It is easier te understand the reason other pionce 


% le ig ty » seo : nn ye we'd ¢ 5 pantee his " 
Game later, lured here by the accounts of early settlers, 


and cheered by the companionship of theiz fellows, but the ' 
Lomelinees and hasashivg or Pieléer and fempkinsg for the | 


next Live years Gan only be imagined. 

| Ket us digress for a moment and see what were the cone 
ditions in the territory now eccupied by Champaign county 
in th hE % time: in the northwestern part, there was «a timber 
tract some eighteen miles long, following chat io-now known 
aa the Sangemon river. In the extreme north-eastern part 
was & timber tract some twelve miles long following what 
ig now known as the Salt York. in the center was a grove 


gome siz miles long by four miles wide, along a branch of 


the Salt Fork. This last ox tended from the present site 
of Main street in Urbana on the south, te the middle of 
some ry township on the north, and from the timber tract 
Consisting of ‘virgin timber recently purchased by the Unie 
veraity of Illinois on the east,.to the city limits oy 
Urbana on the west. fwomother small timber tracts, one along 
the Okaw and the other along the Embarras (pronounced "Ambraw'') 
completed the forestration of the county. 
%t 4s interesting to note that the early surveys show 
the greater pert of the timber located on the eastern side 
of the several gtreans. | This was caused by the protection 
given the timber on the eastern side of the streag during 
the forest fires, the prevailing winds being from the west. 
Me{ Fleldery did not enter the land on which he erected 
hie eabin, but in 1828 he entered the eighty east of it, 
the Yireat entry made in the grove. About the same year he 


Ohartpaten County History 
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BULLS a MALL fox the grinding of grain, which he ope ated 
for several yoara. 1% was driven by a wooden beam pulled 
in a cirele by horge power, and operated two granite ay 
boulders between which the grains wag gvound. His SOM, 
Charles taught schesl in the Brownfield neighborhood in 
1829, Runnel Mleldex with his family, enigrated te Lowa, 
in 1631, aclling out thelr claim to Isaac pugey» De 
Geetiiligan vomking 
| fhe same year Rumel Fielder settled cast of what 29 
. new Urbana, William Tompkina settled on the branch of ¢he 
Salt Fork yunning through the present site eof Urbana, the 
exact Loaation of the cabin being on the enust side of the 
creek, back of the Urbana Couxier office. His cabin waa 
¢he first iecated dn Urbana, ond wag still standing and — 
in use in 1855, having been subsequently purchased by 
Isaac Busey. According to the accoumt given by an oid 
settler wha spent many a night an the cabin, 46 wae rough 
ly made of oak legs, and was from twelve to fourteen Lect 
“square. There were no naile, hinges, Glags oF loeks used 
in its construction. — | ele Be 
The cabin was built as follows: Larce Logs were placed 

in position as sille, on these were placed strong slecpera 
OF ¢eroce poles, and on these slecpers were Laid the vuncheons, 
being rough hewn slabs of trees to serve ag floors, The 
Loge were then built up until the proper height for the eaves 
was reached; then on the ends of the building were placed 
poles longer than the other end poles, which projected some 


eighteen or nore inches over the sides, and were ealled 
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Mout ting pole sleepers." On the projosting ends ef these _ 
wexe placed the eousting polea, ® whteh yorved on Gao! aide 
$6 give the line to the firzst rov of boards or sisba ueed - 
eg a roof. These were, of Gourse, split, wid ag the gables 
of the cabin were pullt up, Were so laid on ag te lup a 
thizd ef their Length. A heavy pole was laid sevess the 
moof pazvallel to the ridge pole » to keep them in place. 
fhe h house wats then chinked and daubed with clay and muds 
She hue fixeplace budit in one end of the house w tens | 
made of Glen gsrones and sticks. iI served both fcr 
3 eooking and for warath. The Gelling was covered with 
“skins of enimals to help keep the cabin warm, Holes 
were cut for windows, but were withous glass, greased 
cloth being used to supply light. The door was made 
of Log elaba, end hinged with pleces of Leathe. 
fhe furniture consisted of a larce es 
slab of oak, flattened on the unper side, ani with four 
legs driven into 1¢ at the corners . (foble) ‘The seats 
wete stools made in the same Waye ihe bedstead made 40 
the form of a long box, wage swung up agsinst one side of 
the Gabin curing the day, thus effomling more POO in the 
 @abin. The bed was made of leaves oF corn shucks covered 
with skins. Home dipped tallow candles wore used for 
lighting, the tallow being obtained from animals. Wooden 
Vessels naued "neggens” were used for bowls, and forke 
Were a Faritye ae = | : 
this cabin was the scene of 4 the firot oigeults court 
held in the county, and the seat of the deliberating 


over the location of the county seat. Latex dn the erection 
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SADANDONED CEMETERIEG." 

The old cemetery at Urbana, bordering on University 
Avena, was never a plotted cemetery, but burials were 
made there early in the 1SOt%s, the ground then being a 
Genee thicket of Gmail Fanb er and brushe Thus use of the 
ground continued for forty years. Mommonts and stenes 
were got up promi seusualy only $0 be venoved with the 
renaining dust of such bodies as wefe Feuoved to other 
places of interment, when the aut thoxities of Urbana, 
moved by sanitary considerations, prohibited ae further 
use of the ground aa a burial place. 

Until 2902, the ground, with its few stene monuments 
yet standing, vemained an wneichtly waste of weeds and 
prest rate erave=gtonege — fhe city autherities then direc sted 

the xomoval of the remains of such ag could be identified, 
to other ceneteries; and, where no one appeared te Gare 
for others, thot the stones be buried o over the cust they. 
wore intended to mark, and that the space be converted 
into a public parke | | 

A ghort distance west of "Brownfield'’s Corners", an 
Sonex township, Seo. 34, is a clump of enall treea and brush 
within wiich stand a few 014 marble slabs, the inseriptions 
ton which bring to mind ploneer families whose members 
44e buried there. This is an abandoned ploneer cemetery, 


known fornerly as ‘Rhianehart's Graveyard®, for the land 


Sudge Gurminghas 


was once owned by Wetthiag Rhinehart, and he lies thers, 
“euyroundeé by many ef hig neighbors, all in wnaarke ed and 
uninown evavea.. the first Worlalsuin the settlesen’ were 
made here, among thea being that of John trowntield, ao 
Revelus Lovary gseldiexe It is salc that the burial 8 here 
would gquck one hundred. | 
: The ole ‘oonetery at Urbe ep bordering on University 
Avenue, was never a plotted Ger notery. About one mils 
north of th4e point, and upon the south end of the west 
half of the northeast quarter of Sec, 27, ia another 
piouser burying ground, maziked i with a nme ¢ eeowren Of 
bimbex. Near AG ag bUdLt the Little church in which 
worshipped the ea rly ehuroh nembera of LS 13 The church 
has Long since diow opcared with its early WOx eiads Ere, 
Hany of whom L4e ¢here 4n unmarked graves; but noshostile 
plow di etwebe the sotd. where they slecpe 

fo the northeast of this cemetery last mumed, 100 rods 
of more, upon the farm of Henry Be Hild, in Sece 33, is - 
another cemetery wheze rest, in neglected but undisturbed 
graves, some of the early aetéiers of the noighborhood. 
Here, too, a growth of grees protects the graves. 

Soner townghip hac yet another abandoned cenetery 
where were buried many wolilnown men of carly timea. ft 
‘ts known as the *Adkins* Graveyard", and is situated in 

S0Ge Bly Won. land once owned by howls Adkins, now owned 
by Be Be Phosnburn. Gravestonee are still yeamtans which 


bear familiar naucs, but many aro unmarked. 
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noticed two old fashioned mill stones that lay on the 
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eround a short distance west of the pavillion. 
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These stones were in use in herse milla nearly 100 


8 PY a by ¢ hy yt ae “# wy Bey oa dwt 4 Pye hE ‘ 4S By ow 4 any os 2 ee 
¥YGare ago, having furnished the frinding power in one of 


the early dey grist mélia Yocated i: this COUNTY e 

John Brownficld, in 1956, built a horse propelled 
mill, as an improvement on the hand mill, usin; these 
gtones, which had been worked out Prom rough boulders. 


in L842 ke vend the atones to the oreck and built a 


+ ae wt 4% atk eye ere mes, 06 metic eh | “PHN ¢% Hy ory neh. 4 f 
After pioneer milling wag sure reeded by steam with 
& Is 2 493 ‘. % 2 os ee orm ee a 43 : 4 aa oF 
the erection of the big Park mi11 in Urbana in 1850, these 
stones passed thru possession of Brownfield descendents 
\ 


* 


until, at last, they were donated to the park board as 


Leg Cabin Recently Pestroyed. 

The log cabin that, until three years ago, stood just 
west of where the mill atenes lic, alcc had @istorical 
interest and its deseruction caused considerable criticisn. 
This was the second cabin erected in Urbana by Isaac Susey, 
whose first, built a few years earlier, was the scene of the 
deliberations over the location of the county ORT Core aise 
of the firs$ circuit court session in Chamaicn County. 

The second cabin, bullt of massive logs adged square, 


B%00d from the late 30's on the site of the present Knights 
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fabs a ‘ine 3 fo a 
of the intent Chamaitpfn county. 


24 


When this cabin was removed from its oririnal site 
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the intense excitement of the pepwlace, who imagined 
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a thrill fer the townfolk The now famous "Chic" Sale 


ves in on the hoax. Incicentally, it may be said that 
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the only person who did not appreciate the joke was % 


grandfather of one of the boys, a physician, who was 


@ porfectly good skeleton in consequence. 
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In Woodlarn cemetery there is & grave with a nodest 
headstone informing hin who yeeds, that 1% ia the last 
resting place of Teham Cook, the first white man to die In 

what ig now Cnenpaign Coungy. 

A few Inmdred yards north of thie grave there is a 
snot that was Cook’s erave for nearly eighty years, from 
the tine he waa Eivied by wild Indians in 1850, until 
his skeleton, still enoased in sho vontanta of ¢ the 1 barah 
vark shroud in which the savaces wrapped & the corpse, 
waa exhumed in 180? by the Lata Dr. dudy, then superintendent 
of the Woodlawn cemekery. 

Origin, Grave Unmarked 

Qook's original crave was not merked, and tradition 
had Left Imowledse of ita location only in a eoncrel Wy» 
The family had come to the wilderness thet was then the 
site of Urbane tewneship now and had settled west of the Big 
Grove, but, before 14 could be demleil ed, Gook sickened 
and died. A ran who had come with the fanily from what 
wag then the frontier of civiligation, determined to return, 
and despite the pleadings of the dead man's widow and ehil- 
dren, threw the corpse in the snow and etarted back. 

A band of Indians, coming wpon the little brood, weeping 
beside the body, wrapped the body in bireh vark, after their 
orn custon, and buried it six feet deep. Indignant at the 
way Mree Cool and her family had been treated, the aavages 
were. determined te overtake the brutal deserter and scalp 
him, and would have carried out the plan had they not been 


dissuaded by the widow. 


@ Paliles | - onthe 


pres! Discovered py Chance 
Years passed, and the Loant4 on of the Exava vas 
forgotten ag the settlers familiar with 16 died or. moved « 
avay. and 4t was thru an observing plovman thet historie 
spot Was Located and the remains Pet hitter: 
This ploman noticed. that, ata certain enos in the 
eld adjoining 7 odiarn eenstery on ete. the esrth 


TT a 
bebe. 300 g igs 
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gave evidence of having at one bime been dietu 
informed Dr. Judy, who teoslling the atory of icham Ca 
death and burial, as toi8 by the early settlers, decided 
shat the gpe% mated Cook's grave. 


Dieving down a little Leas than siz feet, he found 


%, R 2 a a, a Ps & ¢ 
the skeleton, well preserved, aa well as were the pertions 
a : , ante I a de a a: a a 
af the birch bark shroud thet had escaped decay. rhe 


+ ee a é sh Rt ty pnts Emp pS be tye s% 
akeleton was intact, with the exception G2 Gace toes am 
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TiANnRTeL Ss Checking up historically on the movements oO: 


on 


the Gook family, Dre dudy and others decided that there 
could be no doub$S as to identity. 

After the bones had been xeverently viewed by 
numerous persona interested in e early Alotoxry of the 
county, they vere given fine internent in donated 


cemetery ground, and a suitable marker, aloo donated, 


was erected at the eraves 
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GOURT HOUS eww LourkOrg 


Archives of County. Gourthouse include Papers Written, 
Sipmed by ABRAHAM LINCOLN. : 
Among the 
onnty court 


a 


Many musty papers in the archives 0 
thouse in Urbana are almost 


2 
the COhampoioen 
1 


itten or signed 
by Abrahan Lincoln during the time he followed the ¢ircuit of 
Judee David Davis, whom he Later, 2s Presidént, aopeinted to 
the Supreme Court of the Unit 2d States. 
fhe eavliest of the papers, an escuuosit on 5s marriage con 
tract is dated May 3, 1850, and is signed by "He owelt, Mckoberts 
ang Lincoln." The next document Filed ig evidently in Lincoln's 
hanéwri ting and 4¢ ie signed by himselZ, the date of filing 
being June 25, 1851. 


Five originel documents remain Irom the year 1862. Some 


of them bear onivy Lincoln's sipnature, and some that of "Murphy 
and Lincoln. * One of these papers is merely signed by Lincoln 


as witness to a damage suit. On another two damage suits are 

‘ Fecoxrded in one paper--Simers and Davis are signed as attorneys 
for the plaintiff, and Lincoln as attorney for the defendant. 
Aliso in this period is one partly destroyed record of Judge Davis! 
instructions to a jury sitting at a trial in which Lincoln was 
attormey for the defendant. 

| fhe next paper in the series is dated October ao, L855, and 

evidently written by Lincoln, is signed by "Goler end Lincoln." 
The bast paper of this period, although not concerned with any 
case of Lincoln's, is of historical interest; i¢ is a decision 
written by Judge Davis in which he awarded a money judgment 


against the Illinois Central Railroad Company. 


to Spring 


Lincoln Papers er 


ink Rae en County, Iii. 
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Lincoln, whe at the time was establishing a notable Tepue | 


tation for himselZ as a trial lawyer in Tilinois, was mainly 
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the papers were apparently 1 filed away by the clerk of the 


circuit court and forgotten unt sil about four years ago, when 


an investigator for the Linc oln askete society in Springfield 


was burrowing throuch the records of cases in which hincoin had 


been. attorney. Among them were thosé now preserved in the 


oricinal at the courthouses . His interest aroused, he came to 


Urbana where dliligent gearching reve aled the higtorical treasures. 
we 


He was permitted +o have photographs made of the small number 


of papers at the University, but was not allowed to cake thom 


ee > 


feld as he wished. . 

Repeated séarching through the old files of the circuit 
court have failed to disclose any other papers Gealing wil’ 
Lincoln's law trials of this early period. They are now kept 
securely under lock and key and the site where Lincoln once dé= 
bated with the fiery little Douglas is now of especial historical 
significance, marking the beginnings of Lincoln's greatness. 

While the documents are slightly faded and the ink is 
turning brown, they are as legible and the paper is almost as good 
condition as eighty-five years ago. No printed legal forms were 
used then and words scvatehed out or written over were allowed to 
pags the authorities. 


One othes docunent aa note, dated 1835 and recorded on parchmes 
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TRAIT Core ahr Am RAT eR eeitemeyr enrrondty 
LINCO be Vike aed ORG Rt Betis COUNTY CHURGH,. 


(GOOSE POND) — 


“Althouch the first Sunday Scheol in Urbane had been 
a union catherins in the Gourt Eouse, made wp ond supported 
by Baptists, Metho dists and’ Congretionalists, the school 
Wa with most of the people, to West Uxdana. 
Hore 4t met for the first time in the unfinished house 
belonzine te a Me. Snelling on what leter became University 
Avenue, and was known forever afterward 8, not as the Union 
School, but ae the Sunday School of the First Congrega~ 
tional Chureh. | 
| Lincoln's second soeech in the old church was made 
in September, 1858. Besides this, perhaps one of the most. 
umisual gatherings held on Dece 11, 1859, when Loyal 
abolitionists met in solemn session in a memorial service 
for the Late John Brown, who had come to so untimely a 
death by execution nine days before, on Dec. a. 
On Dec. 7, which was Wednesday, there appeared in the 
newspaper, the announcement that Mr. Van Dyke, then pastor 
of the Goose Pond church, would preach on the text: 


"Shall I not visit for these things? ssith the Lord; 
shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?" 


-which waa taken from Jeremiah 5:29. Then at 6330 o'clock 
Sunday evening, the Rev. I. P. Stryker, the Presbyterian 
pastor in Urbana, preached in the same place what was 


euncunced to be the "funeral sermon of 01d Osseawatomic Brown." 


‘Lineoln spoke at Goose Pond church 


According to Prof. Larson (History Dept. U. of Til.) 


the papers: commented that "the house was erowded to over 


¥ 


tLlowing at both services by en attentive and respectable 
audience. The discourses preached were charitable and 
reasonable as well as pointed and able.* 

Because of the political significance of the theories 
on which the deep thinking old church fathers had built 
their Seen zation ganere was some friction in the ranks 
of the. brethern thedselves at times. Two men and three 
women formed the first group to sign the covenant of the - 
body. They inoluded: Moses P. Snelling; Mary Rankin; 
Caroline Snelling; Tamar Campbell; Jane Higgins, and 
Alsethea Snyder. It was on Nov. l, 1853 that they com 
pleted their organization. 

- But a few days later A. 0. Howell arrived in Urbana 
destined to become a leader in the church group, and bring 
about a radical set of principles which were to charac~- 

 terize the orfanization thruout the war as strictly 
abolitionists, strictly prohibition, and strictly opposed 
to seoret orders of all kinds, especially the Masonic 
fraternity. Pe 

Howell found a “spiritual kinsman" in Marcus A. 
Barnes, lately from Plattsburg, N.¥., and Rankin (John) 
joined with then, £00. Torether they mapped out a set 
of five "thorough principles" to be used in the church 


as “articles of faith, standing rules, and covenant." 


After some discussion, all the members of the church signed 


_.. them. ‘he resultant radical tendencies gained for the 


Lincoln spoke at Goose Pond church 


conered ationalist church at times the title of "Nige eer 
Church® during the days of the Slavery i LOLs 
S. P. Atkinson, who came to Champaign in 1868, remen- 
¥3 the pastor Blanchard, who was still known in town at 
, that date, and after. He wags known thruous the countzy 
as one of the most radical men on the Masonic luestion, 
who had ever peen known here. 

tHe has often come to our house and I have heard hin 
speak on the subject of anti-masonry"® declared Vz. Atkin- 
son. "He was one of tha moat radical men I knew. It wasn't 
only. Masonic work he disliked, it was secret orders of all 
kind.® Hot until 1876 vas the church's staunch stand on 
secret orders abrogated under Rev. Pierce, when it was 
resolved that “this church is not an anti seeret society 
but a church of Christ*, which hose no test of membership 
but Christian character. 

But in the good old days of her Lirst growing pains, 
the church was sincere and unrelenting in its stand, which 
was made to be observed. "We were abolitionists and dis 

-fellowshipped all who were not, * wrote Howell. "We dis- 
fellowshipped all known Masons with their horrid and profane 
oakhs and barbarous penalties. * | 

| Created by a congregation that took the matter of 
everyday politics and civil and national governncnt as 
seriously as it dia its religion, the Goose Pond Church 
grew to be a center about which the life of the small 


community circulated for many years. The matters of the 


Lincoln speke at Goose Pond church 


church were vital to the old church fathers of the Congrega- 
tions. church: but no more dear to their hearts than the 
politicsl questions that rocked the nation. Their duties 
to church and state were interlocking, mutually supporting. 
Of mutual importance to them also were the developments | 
of the community. | 

The Goose Pond Church stands alone in the history of 
‘Champaign, strangely entwining and interlocking the threads 
of an ideal church and civic development. I+ pecatie a 
community house about which clrcoulated the everyday life 


of the town. 


It came to its end long since, and with it went some 
of the finest tangible relics of an ideal church, built 
to be a hub for the community, whose influence should be 
‘felt in every good and uplifting undertaking of the people. 
But as time sweeos on, and the near becomes the far past, 
the splendid features of the old building's services to. 


the community stand out ever more clearly. 


’ 


(Copied Feb. 6, 1939 
for--Mes. Carlock 
Emily Burks) 
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veyed it in 18cS to the Yalker Oneza House Company. "*a 
in the year L684 dompany QD *b of the Local militia 
decided they needed an armory 4n which to drill and store 
theiy suntlies. This company was detailed to guard the 
suippiiles of the University of Tilinois, since violence 
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was feared fzom strikera. The vigilantes had had a rather 
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oders would be discerned by those in the parquct steve. 

fhe second floor was the main seatins apace with the oz 
gention of the stage at the back which was raised avout Tour 
feet from the floor and G70 rooms over the office rooms 


from which stairs lead to the balcony. The parauet was 
Level and when the chairs, which were fastened tegether in 
gixas, were removed, the floor could be used for duncing, 
parties, ete. The third floor was the balcony in the shape 


n the sides there were 
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of a tall *U*. Of those sests 


only two-rows of permanent opera sests-— more comforta 


exponsive than the seats of the parquet or “peamit heaven." 
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Peanuts Heaven waa a raised platform in the broad bottom part 


of the "U" at the very back of the auditorium. In the ledg- 


ees of the “Walker OQvern House’ we never miss the filtuy 


cents vaid the policeman who patrolled the aisles of peanut 
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audience of barefoot, wide-eyed juveniles. 

Back stave were heavy “dropa®, battens, upen whieh were 
gtrung the scenery, catwalks, gas lights of all cescriptiona, 
and many ropes by which scenery, curtains and Lights were 

isted or moved to produce Yeffects.* Whenever the re was a 
show on the bill, great trunks filled with gorceous costumes 
could be secn back SUGLGs But in all this equipment one of 
the most drmortent articles has been omitted. This, each 


ompany brousht with 1% and usually. placed 4% in the front 


-of the balcony--= it was the much aoucht~after “Lime Light." 


Since Grama seemd to be the main feature of the 


“Talker Opera House" are found in the lists of attractions 
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the opera house was an event in those days, moreover sZra 


Kendall wag a Local favorite and more than tags ac Was ap= 
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pearing with an "all star cast" ina hilarious comedy which 

he hac writen himself. The prospects for the evening are 

of the very best. After re. have purchased our tickets for 
fty conts (the especial oecasion calls fo 

‘nopular peices" of ten, twenty and thirty cents*) we climb 

gome ataizrea to the parquet doots. 


chairs and somewhat unéemfortatle. “hen it is nearly tine 


Wolker Opera nouse- 


for the play GO stert, a young man coos behind the footlishts 
and lichta them with a taper. The Lame light sputters and 
finally blazes forth with ite 1 gleaming shaft focused on | 
the stare. As the ourtains rise a babble starts in peanu 
hgaven and the policeman boceves active ALL eye¢ are flued 
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his father, and a still older man wie 4s his standfather. 
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Wae not allowed but "chewing rf seemed to be nercitted. of 


course, the problom of excess seliva results from this practic 
but is readily solved by exe ote rating between the Less onto 
the floor. At the end of the act the men start for the LODDY» 
apparently for a smoke, as is customary even today, bus they 
do not stop at the Lobby, They vo on to a nearby saloon for 
4 Slass of boer. Those who renain durin: the interniasion 
can hear loud pounding and seraping as the seenexy is Changed, 


and if we were to fo back stage we would: probably eee the 


at 


principal character, alom: with the rest, helpins to move the 
sets, since actorg were not so tempericntal as they seem to 


Ne NOveneday 
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( I might oxple in fhat the popular prices were: 10¢ ¢ 
peanut heaven, 20h Lor parcwuct and 304 or balcony sane 
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The curtain goes up and cheera, leughter, tears and 
"boos" are rendered freoly by the audience. After a curtain 
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Weill etrect at that time. Aa the patrons are departing the 
Janitor, stacemanuror and bill poster in one, becins to stack 
the chaira elons the walls ond sweep cut, applying the serub 
brush in certain. spots. 

fhe main function of the "Opry House", as moat people 
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slled fraternities, used to come to the "Walker Opera House! 


to give danvea and parties. The functions were father 
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peaceable usually but occassionally the Sophomores would 
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y to bresk up the Freshman Frolic. While we are on the 
subject of student activities 1t might be well to relate 


an incident.® 


* Outeid 4a of Fern Kendall's ‘“Substitutes® and "A Pair of 
Kids"*, Uoeyt's playa were gener pally favered, cspecialiy 


"A Bunch of Keyse*® - : 


© Related to me by Mr. George Huge. 


Walker Opera House 
ae 
During one of the road shows a mob of students demanded 
frea a@mission and were refused. They began to tear up the 
pavenent and throw the bricks through the windows. G. Huff, 
at that time baseball coach, was called to help quell the 
disturbance. He climbed the fire escape and told the boys 


"Zo quit acting foolish and go home." The queer thing 


a 


eanout it is they didt 
Both Demoorats and Republicans held County Conventions 
in-this auditorium and the name of Joseph Ge Cannén ' (Uncle 
Joe) is found repeatedly * as a speaker. In his campaign 
of 1908 William Howard Taft spoke from the stage and the - 


auditorium was filled even to people sitting and standing 


i] 


on vadiators and leaning in windows. Many a hot debate 

has taken place here. ‘Free Silver" and "Tariff" have been 
harrancued and discussed, railroads and trusts have heen 
condemned and exalted, and graft has been exposed and possi- 
bly propitiated all in the same building. 

The cultural side, attended mostly by women, is not to 
be slighted. University professors and lecturers spoke here. 
James Whitcombe Riley, that great poet of the common peaple 
stopped here frequently and one of their ow number speaks 
to these simphe, honest, country bred people in their own 
language. | | 


a Chatthiwtas a. le eal ge when the blaze is blue 
An' the Lamp wick sputters, An' the wind goes woo!" 


"You can hear the crickets quit an' the moon is grey 
Ant the lightnin' bugs an’ duw is all squinched away. " 


He spoke of things familiar to these people and they loved 
him for it. 3 


“Riley's "bittle Orvhan Annie" and "Raggety Man. " 
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Walker Opera House 


we) Clow 
In the year 1805 the Walker Opera House" wag rebuilt 
and modercniged to a great extent with a slanting floor, 
electric state equipment, eioht boxes, and permanent seate. 
One of the features of the new house wes eo new Front "drop* 


which was considered by many to be a masterpiece. fhe DLL 


from the Seusman Landis Company, who made 1%, had been $1,000. 


It was the pict wee of a mountain sacena with Indian tepeds end 
a group of Indians. On ths ops ning night of the nev 'Sailker 


Osera House*®, Clay Clements in "A Southern Gentlan* was 


e 


playin: to a capacity house. At the end of the first act 
curtain call, the operator, in an attempt to make a "splurge" 
by cropping the curtain fast and stopping it just before it 
hit the floor, reversed the motors too herd. The brand 
new curtain ripped halfway across the top and the show ha 
49 bo finished with the old roller curtaine 

Tn each advancine steo of civilization we find new things 
which push out the old. This has been the aase of the old 
fashioned Opera House. "*a Binge the advent of talking 
motion pictures, vaudeville and facie the curtain has 
trane* on the Leritimate actor, the ninstrel show and the 
Licht opera. Ag a reoult, though we wonder whether ata 
thrilis and glanor con be Gunlicated, we find in the place 
of the Walker Overa House a modern store pbuilding and a 


hotele*b. 


PL 8208 
®. The Walker Opera House was tom dorm in 12lé. 
®h Mailers’ Apparel Store and Vanilton Hotel. 


(Gopled Zor | HEB Sarlock- oy 
mmily | TKS, JanUary 13 a). ‘ ‘ 
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Chemmaign ~ News=! cece tea 
Meese ae the hands of a Champaign citizen is a calendar 
ef sl years aso, 1908, called Nn Historical Calendar of 
the O1d and New ° fOr, # ohich is devoted ta es she 
events in Champaign. county which marked turning points in 
the deve Lopnent of a groving } er community, beset on 
all sides by obstacles of the ordinary country town. The 
calendar, apparently printed with no advertising end 
in vier was Loosely pound into a booklet. The breath of 
- the nast seems to eminate from the erisp accounts of momen 
tous happenings it records, and one's imagination 4s quickee 
ened to read the many human details between the iines w hich | 
tell only facts. 
First License 
In 1833, the ealendar records, the first marriage 
license was issued in, Ghampaign County to Malinda Busey 
and John Bryan. That is all it says, execpt that Moses 
Thomas married the couple. 
And yet there is called up a mental picture of Malinda 
and John, aturdy pioneers in mind: and body, probably. More 
accustomed no doubt, to outdoor Life than he was to court 
houses and procedure, let alone marriage, dohn no doubt 
blushed as he asked for the license. And his bride to be, 


who no Aeubt for weeks had prepared to provide canned goods 


and table linen for her new household was not interested in 


O1d Calendar gt 
the fact that she was to be married with the firat license 
issued in Chempaign County. hittle did she know oz care 


how much the commnity grew or whether on not she and John 
were renembered. 

The calendar lists another wholly different event of 
some <3 years later. Heavy old silk dresses that metled 
and rattled aq their ormers walked about were the order of 
the Gay in Champaien on Mareh 4, 1861. And in all proba- 
bility more than one polished silk hat came out of its hiding 
and wag donned pompously by mustached gentlemen in Prince 
Albert coats. For that was the date of ‘the Grand Insucura- 
tion ball in honor of Honest Old Abe, on that cay was in- 


aucura ited the President of the ‘Uni ted States. Of cours 


Abe was far off in Washington, ‘put Charmaign citizens 
celebrated nevertheless. 


Inaugural Ball 

Chamaign's inaugural ball was at the old Baxnns Doane 
house, near the Illinois Central tracks. Clark's quadrille 
band played the slow mugic, according to a hand bill copied 
in the old calendar. Lincoln's inaugural ball in Ghampaign 
cost $1.50 per couple, a mighty sum in those days. Six men 
were on the committee to prepare the event. 

Straight and Compo sed—— and very rvhythmical-—- so danced 
the very gelect group on that 1&71 night, and there was little 
show of jazz as the orchestra and dancers, typical of a day 
that retained a composure beyond reproach espvecially at 


dances, danced until late hours. 
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Other interesting events in Chamupaign's history are 
recalled in the calendar. For instance, in 1833, accord- 
ine to an item found, there occurred on November 15, a 
meteoric shower, when stars fell. And again, in that same 
year the last of the Kickapoos, Indian tribesmen..emigrated 
to their newly established reservation at Leavensworth, 


Kansas. 


Copied January, 1959 
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by Emily Burks. 


COWS OPTED INTERRUPTED BARLY MEETINGS, LICKING OFF. SALT 
ON OUTER WALLS; 


PIONEER PREACHER SOLD RUM TO EKE OUT SALARY. 3 
‘ hr oe “Harold Ee Hutchings 
Champaign, News~Gazette. 

From far and near the wagons were coming. Well-filled 
with children end baskets ef food, with mothers wrapped in 
coarse homespun shawls, and fathers fitted out in high leather 
boots and their “Sunday best," the scene fairly pulsed with 
the vitality of the frontier. One after another the oreak- 
ing vehicles, drawn by lumberins oxen, of two powerful horses, 
drew into the clearing. 

A group of settlers ~~~ men, women and children alike --~ 
were filtering into the little vicinity, and had been since 
an hour alter ache cab Those who lived close in had cone 
down early --=- as soon as they had been able to get up and get 
BWAYe For a gathering of any kind, especie lly a "meetin! 
was grected invariably with joy in the humdrum life of the 
prairie settlements. From forty miles away some of the 
families had come, they had been on their weary way for a 
day, and had stayed in the clearing over night with the 
ever present family of children. | 

A close observer might, however, have witness ed a 
singular occurance as one by one the wagons arrived, their 
occupants making haste to get out and associate with friends. 
For in the process of unhitching, the man of the group 
4nvariably seemed to have an unexplained air of secrecy 


about hime When his wife and the children were gone from 


ey 
we fee 


“~ 


she Vicinity, he would glance about slyly to the right and 
to the left, then appear to go on with his work of unhitch- 
ing, but always watching out of the corner of his eye the ° 
others of the Gathering, who were Sole distance avay from 
the “hitch rack." | 
Sought the jug 

hee --i7e"Unole Bilitet Peters, otherwise knyen as the 
Reve John (7) I. Peters, was known the countryside around 
for his whiskey. e 

Not that he made it himself, and voluntarily placed 
himself in the same classification with the Kentucky moun- 
taineer "moonshinera." {This was not the case. Not being 
go closely tied down by his official duties as a travelling 
minister would be, he could travel at times over the Ohio 
Tiver where good whiskey could be bought 
pint. This he brought back by the barrel, and sold it out 
at a "bit" a pint, or a dollar a gallon as he went his trips, 
preaching through the countrye 

Both Essentials 

But his action did not Lower "Uncle Billie" in the 
opinion of his ardent religious followers. For whiskey 
there must be, and gospel there must be, the settlers philo- 
sophically decided, and if the two necessities happened to 
be furnished by the sane agent --~- well, what were the odds. 

Religious services were few and far between in Champaign 


county in those early days --- the late JO's and early 49's. 


Reverand Peters, living in what was called the Salt Fork 


timber, really brought a free gaivation, after all, for he 
never asked pay for his services. Of course, he sold his 


evs still stoutly maintained this 
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Talking Tiresome 


Like an oasis in their desert of life, came these 


tans) 


meetin’ days of the settlers. Dreary days, jlled with 
only the hard work, they knew continually. When they 
did choose to take a day off, there was Littl e else to do 
but go to the neighbor's house; and this too became tire 
some "seein: the same people, talkin z of the sate things." 
But meetint =<. everyone would be there. 

Phe accumulated snandal of days would flow about the 
gathering on the wings of the wind. Little matter if there 
Was no church house yet; the people could gather in the 
yard of a4 centrally located squatter. And when it rained 
most of them could get into the house, or the barn, oF 
under some of the big trees. Finally there would be the 
service, with everyones singing the pood old religious songs 
filled with a wholesome religious fervor. 

They all Sang 

Everyone sang; the trees about rang with the measured 
meter of one hymns. and the sonorous tones of Uncle. Billie, 
standing in front of his gathering, beating out time with 
hia hand. Rk 

And then he preached. 


Sometimes he spent long hours at it; often, 4t is true, 


he had to use the stock of phrases of his ministerial pro~ 


nes 


Yeseion over and over in order to £411 out the time. But a 
long sermon was beyond question a good sermon, and Uncle 
Billie wanted to give satisfaction. 
ubLe pee ee of a great, engulfing vital movenent 
in the history of the community were these ty roiecal: gatherings 
for worahip so Long aoe ‘Descended from a people in whom 
the. Love for freedom to worsh hip was almost a passion, the 
first settlers of the west lost little time in Ste at 
the command of their religious instinct. They were actually 
kiliing two birds with one stone, bringing about the so 
Lution of one of their social problems as well as the reli-~ 
gious ones. For no event in the meagre social calendar 
could far surpass the occassional meetint ‘in the woods. 
Not sole Intereat 
Uncle Billie's extra professional activity as boote 
‘ legger was certainly not typical of the first frontier 
ministers; although tradition had listed him as a minister. 
The very fact that he had settled in the timber, and taken 
over for himself a claim, indicated that his ministerial 
duties were at least not his sole interests in life. 
But the spreading of the gospel can be held high as 
the sole motivating purpose of the thousands of frontier 
ministers, and “oircuit riders" of those early days. 
| The first settlers were scarsely settled in their cabins 


before the itinerant was made a part of the circle about 


their cabin fires and faithful to the injunctions of his 


oi 


divine commission,-he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, 
and the judgment to come", records Judge J. CG. Cunning! 
chronicler of the past in this county. 

Braved Elements 

The courageous ministers of the church, braved the 
elements the year round, and undergoing hardships of the 
rooked prairie traile formed the one link between the. 
wilderness and the culture of “back East." .....ces-e60 

He Roared --= 30 did Ox. 

Barefoot, and astride an ox that Lumbered slowly over 
the long miles, went the preacher, and “while he roared and 
bellowed inside the homes of settlers for the spiritual 
beneZit of the accumulated settlers of the community, 
the ox, tethered to a sapling roared and bellowed outside." 

But feeble beginnings of the church movement, after- 
ward to become so closely allied with t e6 growth of Champaign 
Urbana and this community, were these first religious gath- 
erings. Not until several years after the first sermon was 
preached was any effort made to organige a church. Denomina~ 
tions had not been able to gather sufficiantly the loose ends 
of their flocks in the different localities to draw up a 
membership, and set up the straight laced church creeds for 
members to follow. 

Finally, however, in September 19838, John G. Robertson 
of Kentucky, ever zealous ag a worker in the Baptist society 
of his home community, was responsible for establishing 
first church in the Brumley schoolhouse, two miles cast of 


Urbana. Then in the following Harch, at Mt. Pleasant which 


G 


& 


Later became Farner City, the second Guureh of the sane 
denomination was set upe Later it waa soved te Bahoriat. 
GCethodex Thinker 
A at tries % orthodox Christian of the Bastiat faith was 
Robertson, history records. . Tmmersion, regenoration a 
etrictly observed communion, were well Enown to him and 
POVELEDE ed an were $ns srineip Lee of morality and the lar 
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of monocamy. It was a preat day fer the etrict ole G ©) Chee 


trinist when he found enouch othere of bis faith and 
beliefs to found the churcheg.e CGonscientiousiy, Sundsy 


he met with them, adding to the men AEX s nap » 
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after 
developing the work, Laying the foundsti LOTkS for a greater 
development of religious Life im Astor years. 

in a similar duty of love, Rev. James Holmes Game to 
the settlement in this county in 1825, livine here among the 

‘ psople, the embodiment of sll that is good end just, and 
stzict im the Kethodist church. 
WorkeG ~anue Preachode 

Although he was primarily a workoan and not & soli betel 
it is thought thet he was ordained. Fe officiated at wedding 
cerenonies in the communi tye with zeal characteristic of the 
traditional "fathers" of the cinxrches the man, a millewright, 
gaw nis dusy and did it." He had bean brought here by~the 
people-of-the-oommunity to construct a mili for John Brownfield, 
at the big Grove near | Urbana, tat seeing the dearth of minis. 


ters in the community which apparently shored much need of the 
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Was tho dizect antecedent ef what betame the Urbana Mission, 


ami tbe UrGana circuit, where citeult tidera etarted ous 
gn their Lone jaunts to their flecks, eften traveling ag muck 
as forty miles on horgeback, iu any kind ef weather, "all for 
the glory of God," 

Al@aya the firet, 1% seemed, in the plonecser communities 
the Methodist and Baptist faiths cot a head atart on the 
other denominationa in the csounsy. But up to 2840, neither 


of these had developed enouzh monentum te cons$zucs a build. 


ine to be uged entirely foe. ohureh purposed. In the three of 


» 


four yeara marscing the first attomng of the veople to have 


oh religious life, they had been toc busy getting up their 


associations to have times for bullding a chureh. 
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Bus in 1850, religious fervor received a great hoost 


A 


at a Gam meeting at Haptonst&12's mili en the creek a mile 
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below Urbana. Reve Se W. D. Chase, destined to become well 
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Soporee Maro Be let The phe Aapaircegt ce ee Sigg apt a ga ee aa ont oe 
event, it is tormed by cid citizens whe 
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Giately recopnized in the Methodist coniterencs, which greatly 


charge, found the beginnings of the county's first parsonage 
crude and made of Logs, set in the midst of the small gettle- 
ment, when he arrived to assunie his pastoral duties. 

Everything wasn't rosy for the man at firet, to ba gure, 
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for he traveled 150 miles over the uncertain 
Ohio fiver territory to Yeach the new home. In his nemories 
of the trip he wrote about the new chureh, and his hardships. 
My next appointment was Urbana Mission. This caused a 
move of 150 miles, and we were compelled to move in an ox 
Wagon, Camo out about half of the nignts and take the weather 


as it came; so we had rain, mud, and storm. When we arrived 


in Urbana, our goods were all wet, and a fierce wind blowing 


from the northwest and no empty house could be found in towne 
The little society and friends had but put up the body of 
a-hewed Log cabin with rafters, but no roof, or chimney. * 
Did Everything. | 
Every three weeks the Rev. Bradshaw was aeeoted tO make 


the rounds of a dozen different meeting places, to administer 
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to the eviritual needs ov the ha yedy pioneers. Like a true 
Yohroudt vider" he took his work aa he found i%, the ol 
stories of him relate, and did not complaine SoBeti nes if 
4% Was merely a geroon that wae expected of hin, 


But often there was sadness in the Little cormunitics 
he visited, at times there Was a funerale And there in the 
stiline qa, with only the trees above to watoh the Little 
grou of mourners he gaid the last amé sad sentence that 
commends the bodies of food pioneera back to the a4 they 
have loved. Then he went on his waye 

i% was in 1840, finally, that the first rude log 
church was built in Urbana. On the south side of Dim strect, 
between Market and Race it was placed, on ground given by 
the county comiiacionera vor the purpose. In fact, the 
churchuen, being gealoug only for the forwarding of theis 
work, were not too proud to accept gifts, and the entize 
construction work was done after domitions of material, Land 
mmd time were made. Vith such willins coope: 


a the work. waa 


re 


the geal of the lnborers seemed to wone, befo 
completed, and for an entire summer the churca bets unfinishede 
Mot until three years later, in 1845, did it have any windowse 
Only the pulpit and the Amon corners were Tloored, in 
the building, and the remainder of the Fioor space consisted 
morcly of the place where the floor should be, with, the joists, 
regularly placed acrogs the building, serving ao senta during 
the meetings. Hut with all the {noonventences,) the | Grea 
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goirit of the ohureh peopie could not be etiffled, and with 
astonishing rewlarity they convened, with ever Larger orowds, 
whvoushous the gurwner of 1640 in the crude building; and well 
us into the auton months. 

Minor Cuibbling 
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Trusting, praying people they were, Co) nfident of the 


powerful influence of the ehuroh and Christian principles 
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the church they had budit. 
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Bus ftom the fizrst they argued back and forth the tenets 
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of the faith they had known. Many minor quibbles in those 


early Gaya are reputed to have originated in the opposite 
doctrinal beliefa of members in their little church cose wHLty. 
Sut staunchly againat the "bad influence’ they stood united, 
for as yet the church was herdly old enough to have accumiLated 
those taken in and later found to be “unfit.” 

The good pastor, Reve Bradshaw, had troubles, it secns 
which surpassed those of even the ordinary minister. Lacking 
the "eo between" of a board of trustees it was he who was held 
to account for the church's activities during his pastorate. 
It was he, it seems, who got all the blame, and the menbers 
took the praise when theve wad GMy esocesscceses 

Cattle cane, toads . } 

It remained for two women, sealous workera since the 

church was established, to Zinelly complete tha work on the 


church building. Dissatisfied that 144 should be so unsightly, 
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i] sit over the ontaide of the building. The dows seemed to snow 
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Getail the younger would-be Christians to the 
| outside of the buildins to ward off the offending, though 
woLL masning visitors until after the service was endede 
Born in conditions that were exude, Fanging even on the 
fadiculous, the *elicious life of Ghannaign county exe in 


{ts orm right apage with the other life of the eomsunity. As 


aot 


in every part of the country, eisigeng here have felt the 

duty to serve their God ami theiy follow men through the churche 
The result has been a constant developrient of the HOY emeny S 
generally termed "for the upbullding and betterment" of Gori 
munity Life 
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Harold i. Hutchines, 
Cnumaien, Nerd«+Tazetts. 

& . 


1. +> % a pe. ere en Pa ? ie es ee 
fhe devil couzdn't biut’f kev. Arthur Bradshaw. in fact, 


Br 


on BX. an Shh PY a oes 
IGHSz, the be Bp ib. si hiss 


the cood Methodist pra paien Jounty ever had, 


was nof atcve benrding O1d Wan Satan in his Gen, 12 necessary. 
And that.4s6 literally what he was called upon to ce, way back. 

hore im the early days, when he held the first religious service. 
3 Homer in a dance hall, the devil's tfa-~ 
Gitionsl stromzhold. 

For veveral hours, fev. Beadshaw inc Loaked for a place to 
gather a few brethern and eisters. for a service. Sut he had been 
unsuccegerul watal Sinally he Gieeovered ths dance hall, used two 
hiekhss 2 week for ances. Boldly ne went Wo 48 9 
whe was also tho only physician in the village, and explained that 

ee 


+ 222 


he would like to Lge the hell.on Gunday tomings far church. 


Pye 

wed 

a 
je 


physician and hia wite weve surprised, Wut Finsily epveed to give 


the use of the buiicing. 

*You don't Gance in here on the Sabbath, do you 
querried the honest, old pastor, "and we can’t uae the place 
for services durine the week any vay. You Let me praach on 
Sunday, and there wont be any friction. * 

Anparently the preacher knew whereof ! 
his memoira he proudly explained thas both hhe aoctot ari his 
wife were GONVELTS 2 before the year woe CUT. 

88% XY never knew what became of thoge-damors, 


Bradshaw reluctantly added. 
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On Sunday, Cetober 30, Ghenrmaign County will pay tribute wo 


ve 


E Ete P £ Sty i 4 nants ety 1 4 ss at eh GE Cat bE. % = j , 
the Benory 3%, She Firat POraane xh #niita satzcglor ayy hea CUC5 FUE Ye Ov 


’ +. ry * oe . i ‘ + we. -. ee - P oy a. 
Haroh 7, L654, lNenxy Sadorue, while wending hie way wesvwata Wawa 


4 #5 


his fomily in a covered wagon dram by a yoke of sturdy oxen, across 


mit: ble place to 


the unmarked prairies of Illinois in search of a 
eeSabhs a new home, stepped at a spot one mile gouth of what 


Lah 
ia now known ag Sadorus, Tiiinois. 
“In the present day lite with all its modern civiligation, Vv 


comrenionees, and luxuries we fail to realise the debt of graticude 


pa 


we ows to thase ploneers who left heme and Yrlends be hind and endured 
the hevdahins and sacrifices of frontier life ami made possible the 
things that we have and enjoy today. 

“ith this thought in mind, Nree Ida Sewell, conceived the idea 
of a mencrigl to thia first white settler of the coumery andraith 
the Sadoxus Garden Club sponsoring the idea 2% bevan to materia Lise 

in the fail of LSS 

A huce boulder, which geole tats say was carried to thia 
vicinity by the last continental glacier fxom Northern Yisconsin oF 
Michigan or some paxt of Canada, and which is estimited to weigh 
between 15 and 20 tong, tvvan choson as the ideal marker. thia 
voulder was located on original Gadorus land in which was know 
as the "old Gugar Camp," and behind wmiich it is said, the Gado ruses - 
onee hid while a band of Pottawatomies passed thru this ‘geotion 


on the path. - It waa to be moved about a mile to 8 public place 


and chorus. 


2 Set oy a by es vod a % : ad oa 7 3 PSF ‘y as} ‘ie a -% ry fae hie Ps 
ag near the old Sacerus log cabin of 2624 and the honestead 
; iy 2 He) rans & % By cf ue avy fo fi Pei yt ate, ete a on * Aye 
that they later built in L237 aa kt was possible » tO BeoUre 

. * ' 
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4 » Fe. eal Betsy pe Be erences olf & yar SY aga Yang Sy A be he * . Sa 
first becouse of the expenge it vould involve but with the 


‘ A Wi on Be & oe 2 & * Oty ay cn he Ee ey; oa on teen ee Lysy ee 
eospexvation and unestinted conationse oF lnbor and tima by those 


S : 7 ad a a he By ™ ME ’ é . ok ie ey rt _" “ug * - ces 7 a df 2s td ds we ie £54, Tie Hs ae | 
interested in the projec ¢ und the assistance or tw powerful 


2 x ee: =e ia’ 2 a: * smh i » = P| ai pi. a se * ge % 8 r - 
steam encines the stone was moved in the fo11 of 1950 fron 


oe 


ser Wes ~ ‘. eae" carts en ot SP ah © ae aya Py em or, en «Vy Tye ety ot PY sn SP 58 ee Cae ote m 
WHEPE 2 7 nad Fer GEG LOL» WEP IA Ge $nsusands i Van are ‘GQ Wiad e 


nard Fosd tu ete ey? hm amsy ein 244 29 oe 99 eh +h% & et &h4 ¢ 
hard road turns west, juat south of Ssdorus. it is at this 


where aiter Geo yoars of unsvoldable delay, dedicatory servic 


will be held. It ia hoped that many from all over the count 


attend, especially school children. secceneecses 


inet 
ais 
7%, 


ke ca a £ : ; : Feo eee si yeeetied ie area sat ae 
The followire dedicatory program has been prepared 


7 eer 


% ox 2 HS - OR ee as ind ” ee ae ce Y qh reey 
oe riven we et § a Manday soe Y VOENGGN » UG ae SDAP We Lace 


x fe 
SR cP 
a 

et pat 
tat pa 


fit 
fre 
(2s 
ne, 
wre 
eine 
bed 
Seven 
£5 


on, BY GHOFUGe 

i , by Old Saved Ore HY CEERT. 
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Uy inc, DY efeategreat granddaughter of Henry 
CaAdOrusd » Rana May Jadoxus. 
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MlOYUS CegcendEnve 
1a Beautiful,” led by 0. C. Traylor 


Benediction, Reve Sehiveppe. 
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Barly History of the Settlenent of Saderus Greve by. 
HERRY SADORUG 
oz 
' Pennsylvan 


in whose honor a sarker is being dedieat aA 
at 2250 Palle Oot. OC 
Gne Kile Souta af Sadowia. 
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A6t6% BigGé FEL aid GT Shaw FAG 26 buULLE 
Fe Poe Fhe fare “ Gilinon brits Cid oe yy ag nes ae 

a oebin for hie Tawily. "Han the Ghio river cosa encugh to 


a: 2 + P abe a i a 18 pirvees Be hie aver FS a Ae als oa ak aie 4 Pe 
flont the ratt he floated cown streas to Lind a market for his 
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» ¢ eed s ip gt tay ete gS me te 2 a, oe Ys # _ ane e 2 P, 
Giagy Sane? BO PN anya rhasgenk island whesd 10h Wavers cevere ae 


part of the Island and the wait struck a submerged trea AGU » 
splitting ¢he ret ineteo, spilling the family nto the meldy 
Piver. fetenda haLged to *eacue the family and paris of the 
waft which waa once wore Boltud together with ropea and chains 


ft AS eh: be a ea an) she gratines et OS ey ep ] cape wo te € Phta fy: 
esd piloted to tno few boom bO9N Of Uaneamiauls ONL 
m9 4. Ce ee Zn tx a pie Ode —in’ a Sees ERIN LY Bt, 
The Lipsnel 4m Ene Past Wao Gala 20a whi 0.00 aid wre 
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Sadorus fooeived Als 


= Sa 4 < S % = a] > ae “ t; ae =. & ete 4 at won ¢ = 5) . 
motioy waa 40 be used ta buy an outfit to take hum overiona bo 4 
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h F an BD i me Pe My Sf ts a t= Sy Se 
Henry Saderug was a good Garp janes and Gabinet Makar. 


There was a demard for WOFKMOND 4n Gineiniati and he followed his 


trade there vor a time before starting further weate The State 
Banke wens broke soon after he veceived the pay for his lumber 
end hia money was worthless. He continued at his trade Tor two 
vYaata ond tauch= singing gaqhookL in and exround Gincimnati to get 
the meney to besin anew his travelse 

44g only purehags vith the State tank money was a. total 
Loss. 4a gon William was gbout sive oF six years old when 


they cevie to Cincimati, LGL7 og LELG. Peon Cinginnaii he 


moved by a hired team to Flat Fook, ear Rughviiie, tndlaria, 


nfo He 


where ‘he Lived four or five years. He moved to Indiana a ye 


From Fla : VELA, ALOT. Gsdorug started across « 
; ay My Shep ee waaalk — * «, at 
country with io wintser of 1825 OT 


tae [Se Me ot a F none s ¥ & at Ay Ss Hy on Vee At a #3 So He, ity oe “ o 
HAG. Greek, Tnalana, $3 Fu3 Zoaen 3: PERS Sy C3re to MROGSUS 5 gee wi ivi ng 


4 *; =e . 4 > Som fe a be 7% & 
herch 7, LbZ4e Henty Titus Gaderus, the youncest som was 
| : 
» Ste % aad ar: 7 4 5 oe 1 ue od ye Pa 5 ie te ee ee =g35 uo ng Ae au wg? 
bor during the trip from Indiana to Tliinsis, Hensy Oadorus 


be gs tte A” gmc ee Peer ek: en aiggh eate ee ea 
they GOULG £5 RG TUurEads unbil new Prass Cane 


Ce a ois aa s et. a Cee ee Fe a Pe egants. a €&¢% & fay on, , se 
acath ent of the Qreove ana 4n-a Sesaptea egabin fn the north ayaa 


pay 
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my bitry 8% 4 ne 7S pur oe 24 ef 2% fie-pn Ay es oe ee ae $24 2G SSR ee es 
$4 U5 Baty 1 srairis Ors WeSue Aney plan 9G & ~Paguon ae 3 


& ae | ae takes x ‘ ‘ ae 
69 pav for his and when he foumd what quit si him. Ha wanted toa 


locate on a navigable vives and chose Ft. Glaxk, (Peoria) on 


Ans TRldnois rivere He offered his cabin and cle raring to Saderus 


47 he would haul a Load of goods to Peotia.e Ute Yadorus accepted 


oe, 


and soved to the present loeation of the Saderug homestead in 

In the soving, the sloughs from Chers; Poins to the west were 
swimalie la water. She whole praivie was a slough curing tne 
gainy geatons, milliong of wild water fowl vovered these waters 


each spring and fall. There were many bog holes where te. wWweLerts 
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wired down and Hens y Hodorus Eert several yoke of owen anda 
Loms chain to null txa avelars ous of the mud. A Yoke ef oxen 
could havl oa waren out ten or Litteen rf tes a dave In Los4 


there wag not a hovise henvor than Danville ami Gabeaakh xiver of 


ae ‘ oye re ek rs or 
Hucone, Incdinrine 


F om ee Pir aw FF on es eehe Ss asco ate p= re ie = =e ay 4 ’ ee se 

ta $422 4 “ee Uayeorth came to Eanticello but Lest 

no 09 eases Ts rhe Bike a ae fees eye Sets Peas et egies ke 
in LEST. Indiang heined 45 Taide naa Loe house. Urdana was 

ve oe RL. S ., » are FS oe ty oy 7 £% 3 

then called the alg Grove. A Gettle® case There an LBc4 


and built a shanty bus he left the game year. anville was 
$he nearest neig “bots Henry Gadowus went to Vandniia to ernber 
bia fivat band. ‘The government eequired gold and that was 
difvieult to seers where things were sold by bazter af 

fei1d o3t% money was the mecium of axchange. 

When the Sadorug fenity Adee ae next SES li atter ent syringe 
Thlinois, it waa to the gounct of a peatliar booming noise owt over 
the prairies. they were greatly alarmed and expected an sttack 
fron ivdione and peshaps a massacke by the savages. fhe sounds 
continued but no Indians were ia pipe ai the family wes relieved 
of their Years when they diacevered the sounds ¥ vere made by the 
wild praizia chickens, undant then in tilinois. 

the Eiekancos, Pottavutewies and Delaware sidians hunted in 
the Grove, wintexsing in Couthern Iilinois and roine: along the 
Kaskaskia each spring to fish in the northern lakes and Piverse 

fhe Indians never troubled tae sadorua fanily but were 
always felondly and the Sadexus children played wits tas indian 


w4ldven that passed theiz cabin while on hunting expoditions. 
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Ones an Indian stole the Gow belt from the Sadorus. fusily cov 
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to the cow, out the strap and stele ts TL be Onee a tand of 
v3 + He pag HR, 28S ois mei et, 98 " Na * Sau eam, 4 8 He a gmail dot ee ot iad sa 
Pelavave Indians tere out Oo @ Buneeng xp eiitiian ahd stapp ed at 


aa Tt 8} 44, gy - re ee Ba Bae 328 3 ; } Be ches ok whet ihe Dy 5 
the Sadorus eatin. That night thoy did a war cance On eTeed 

? % oF E ny th Be = hy “t ie Ds pee AOS aH, <4 ‘ 3 - ee «ite = 
punchcon fioor. Gne Indian ay on the floor whikhe the otaera 


a, Oe NCR ce a ene be ty ee 4 OLE Ege Ree HOE ont hide cule. Vide Saws 
danced aronnd hig drivens bode tnéiwes inte the ThLoor aout the 
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gharp Dlade and the pala was cuy to the Donte "nig onded $ne 


dance and sobeved the evowd. Me, and tvs. Gadoras drested tae 


“4 AN ; py Se ey Po ft oh 4 ‘ 34 7a ' Hy as ik ea ney a tw B re ee 
wound as best thoy aoulg «-<« the o$hers wend these way while 


ET ae 2 m deh 2 ner & apeaat 5 
injured one atayed on tinvt. his Zaye WAS hoahed. & year? Later 


% -" Pc be} A 4; AR . ys bg = Ss 
tagaty & by . ao te % bag a 5 =< py R&P ya, ay ge 24 oe 2 “4 ¢ oy ge Ens ce ge, UST wk os SS 
he veturned vith a Dig, pack os 2ars FO pay fae hie board and oare 


. 4 %, $e ¥ Pt 8 Fe8 ees AEA PY a 2 nm 
Anothez tine ht. dorus Grove te Pugene, Indians; 4 bo take 
é % a ee ‘3 wy Sy A a Pe vt 
Als gerd 8G GO mlile Fae day A » 18th. LF 4Ene INncaah Gear evi Tee & 
kez of whiskey came to the sabin and eaid, equa 


may ges sick o— Indian ay ill mor eome bet. ® fhe Indian 
lnocked in the head of the ker snd with » gourd for s dipper 
pegen to arinky when drunk, he mlent end Nyse ba siogie Relped hia 
empty the keg by throwing out one dioper of whiskey for each one 
he drank. fhe whiskey kee was empty about ¢he ting My. Sadorus 
goeturned from the mill. The whiskey gone, the Indian left, but 
woturned a voat ister with 25 coon axing to pay fer hia boarde 
A haf-breed Indian ith three or four wives and several 


children, esong then a Tew grown weidens, Gid not travel around 


with the other Indlans. ‘They were an outesst family and spent 
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5% ae 5 ee on 2h ge oe : Tease be 
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#ap1i0G *to mele indhan digap mora oretiy. so. 
heap wore Zikege” A fey daya Lote® he returned. siene and anid 
Maiden liad refused to marcy nitie 
turing the Black Hewk Var a ban’ of warriors going to jodr 


‘ EDR 5: Ones = a, Bree nag, Ran ae in east ie ee re r % mewn Ps 
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nS UNG GAUGTUa CaUATie %% was Za%6 fall when Ae Pevurned, ne 
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oraizica had heen turned; the deer hun} was one Several Indiar 


ge sy i a Spe 
tepees dotted the present cite of Gedoxrus cewotory. The aid 


See, Ae} = ~ ft ~~ ‘ % Ee. £4 gh %, ime ax YF itm oy tes + 
wen were Fishine sud the gavare were washing in the saesackia, 


while the Bravea vere haunting deer at the head of the Crore. 
fhe Indians dic not offer ia mozest. 
u a * oe Ca en ft a 7 . . a ae “ Be 
The msi, cumine grounds Yor the Indiens were nent tus 


Bader farm north ofothe viltace cf Sadorus. Hany Indian relics 
% 


; m4 «i s i; Spm one . ya 5 a 
hnve been found on this Lend. Aiter Blacy Hawk ta War, mo 


Indians came near thea Gacoxrus viastele 


RAHTOUL IN THE PIONSER DAYS 
; Dy 
Ilatio Bois Day 
Hervey, Illinois 


CHT, " Sm eyes " de 5 3y-v an a ny Pr a rite te ey * ~ 
Im 1835, fust west of Rantoul there wis a srove which the 


Imiians called Noopowah, meaning whore minks abound. It was 


‘the only timberland between the Sangemon River and Salt Fork. 


In that your archie Campbell, who I beldevoe was from Michigan, 
settled there and was the first white settler in the district. 
In 1846 the nemo Kinks Grove waa adopted for this slowly crowing 
sottlenont. : 

When the Tlifnoig Central was builit, thore wire many new 
stations to be nomed, and some unustial ways were used in choos ~ 
ine the nemea. Years eco IT was told thet Tolono, Tascola and 
Arcola wore newed by two Tllinots Central clerks, each choosing 
every other lettor of their namos, then-corbining thom to make 
the names. Sounds reasonnblc, docentt it? Per who ever heard 
of those nemes ony place else? 

 -Rebert Rentoul, a momber of tho United States Senate fron 
HMagsachiuscstts, was a heavy stockmolder in the Tllinois Central 


at that time, so his name wos shosen for the now town. 


| PER EARLIEST SETTLERS 
Among some of the earliest settlers of Rantoul were L. Ise 
Wetze (father of Mra. &. S. 9m1th}, who camo in 1952; his brothor- 
inelew, Gilbert Vartin, in 1853; J. %. Dodge (erandfather of the 
ate vrs. Faith Hampel) in 29855; John and Guy Penfield, in 18563 


my father, J. J. Gols, in 1857; and c. be Benedict, John Youghton, 


HY « Hyors (fathor of Mtge He MM. Morris) , the Seaver, vore and 
Poat families wore among othor early settlers. | 

Sevon fomitios come from Kontucky in L856 ar? ecttied ner: 
the castern boundary of the township aml for many years that lo~ 
aality wee lmown as the Kentucky Settlement. Of these seven fami- 
dies, only one is now represented im Rantoul=-Jamer Smi. thors 


{fathor of Jolm scope yD wos the only one of the group that 


remained. 
‘The Tllinceis central WAG ; completed to Chompaign and the first 


train ran over it July 2b, 1854. Guy Penfield acted as temmorary 
agent at Rentoul. ela. Be Stockwoll, was a superintendent 


of the road and throurh his influence my father and mother came 


out from East Aurora, HW. Y., and mr father was checked tn as 
apfont at Rantoul vay 1, 1957, aril wes still with them when he 
died June 10, 1693. cae : aay 

¢ Bee. 


BVYSRYORS. STOPPED W ORR 

I have heard many interesting tales of those carly days. 
Every cdopet was built with Living rooma above snd house rent r, 
included with the manificent galary of S85 per month. A train 
coming in was the sienal for all work to stop and everyone watch 
4t. One day a rirk who was working for my mother heard a train 
eome in hile she wes dressing. She did not stop to add the bal~ 
ance of the 20-plus yards of dry goods rooulrod in nolito society 
of those days, but ran to the winlow, threw it open and leaned 
out to watch the modern wonder. Fy mother, greatly horrified, 
said, “Why Sally, don't you Imow those train men cen sce you?” 


And to my mother ts consternation Sally replicd,*ch, I don't care, 


they wi 4 think it is you.* 

| In those early days there wore two boys who wore & e@ereat 
trial te my father. Ome wan Gherles HN. Post, whe in later years 
became Sei fdent of the : iyen ami Realy Comvany, Chicare, antl 
Horace Soaver, whe made a weoord as one of Ghe safest and fastest 
-engincors on the Tllinosis Central. ie. Post told me thie stery-~ 
_ The Pallrond had a water teni whore tho lumber yard used to 


be, antl the boys Loved to evwim. Outside of the tare there whe 


be 
fet 

“> 
feo? 
Sood 


“no plsoce to swime«t he swanps wore. toc of snokea--so to the. 
water tank they went. frethar did everything he could to break 
them of the habit, but to no avali. One day when walking pest the 
tank he saw a pile of boy's clothing on the ground. He picked 
them ell ap and ‘tool then into the denot with him. When the boys 
hed finished thety avin a art mot back down to the aed there 
were no clothes and they couldn't find any so Mr. Post sald they 
took to the middie cf the road and you conld not see the boys be- 
cause of the dust. These boys, by the way, Lived on "Hain Street ™ 


and from that day seamed &0 lose their taste for swimming. 


NOCTOR STOPPED TRAIN 

' You could see the headilichte of the traing when they ieft 
Charmaion. One times my Sister, Mra. FP. E. Pinkerton, was serious- 
ly sict and Dr. Howard, of Champatienm, was on his way toe Chicago. 

The train waited while he wont upstairs end mede a professional 

call. Can you fImarine the Seminole being so humane? 

During the war there was no teolercraph atation, so the trains 

went so far and stopped and waited until the one from the oppo- 


site direction came along, be it an hour or a day. There was & 


troop train, con saining the Board of Trade Battery, held up in 


om & 


Ranboul for sovoral hours. Then FOUN. oh erks wore meting the 
‘most of what was to them a lark. ‘They gathered up ell of the: 
chickens roosting in the hedees, end there was an cid (white horse 
roaming around town which they tock along as a mascot. Poor fel~ 
tows, their lark didn't iset lone, as they were almost wiped out 
in their first Ona rey mont. 

The First plod an that occurred in this now settlement was 
that of Hosetta. S. Herrick, five-year-old daughter of J. T. Hor- 
yvick, occuring in gully, 1856. 

Rantoul was progressing. A te ‘lograph office wos eatablis 
in 1864 en i Be Je Well was telegrapt ser from then until 1890. 
cen see him yet in my mind's eye reeding his messacea from ea paper 
ribbon that passed from a bie roll throuch the telegraph instra~ 
ment and into a bie basket on the other side. | 

flews was not sent over the telegraph wires in those Cayie 
‘One day a trefin camo in with the engine all draped in bleck aml 
shite. ‘That was something new and strange. what did it 11 mean? 


And thus was the nows broucht to Rentoul that President Lincoln 


wed dead. 


A “ORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
7 Shree-querters of a contury amo, on July 13, the last apitce’ 
was driven in the construction of the Illinois Central Railroad 
between Ludlow and Chamaton, Tll., and the first railway train 
was opereted through what is now Rentoul, Tll. Rantoul owes its 
borinning as well as its mame to the Tilinois Contral. The 
‘poventy-fifth anniversary of this beginning of what is now a 


thriving and progressive community, eives timely interest 
to this article, which was written for the Rantoul Press. 
by Mrs. Wilber Day, Harvey, Ill., daughter of Jed Bois, 
“who was the Illinois Central agent at Rantoul for thirty- 
six VeaTtse It is a story of pioneer Gays by one who 
obtained many of her reminiscences from first hand con- 


| tact with the pioneers. 


' Pi 


» FOOSLAND A SORUSENT TO THE AGGRESSIVENESS 
OF THRE OR FOUR PIONEER PAIL is 
By: Hrae Virgil Yoife, 


¢ n ~ 3 eer 3 
Champaign News=Cagette 
mF my y ¢ ae 


: : OGte bo, Lowy 
Prov a trackless vaste of prairivieand, under water 
ost of the year, to a peaceful, eacy-2eing country Village, 
where cow? and chickens br owes contented? y aions the edge 
ef the shaded main atreets, has been the evolusion of 
Foosiand during the 73 years vhich have passed : iy noe WAlL4em 
Foos conceived the fdea of establiching a town where nothing 
but aewampy prairies had previously exis sede = Two hundreds 
persona, many of them heavily burdened with the yearg whieh 
they have spent in and around Foosland, inhabit the little 

ettienent, which lies in the extrane northuest corner of 
Champaion county. | 

William Foos was a ad bly Shane aap farmer, who, 

with suxprieing boldnmesa, decided to reclaim the lowlying 
area which had previously been considered quite uniesireble 
by settlers seeking farms in the riiddle weet. Purchasing 
£00 sores of this land from the government at $1.35 per acre 

Food dug ditches and built fences until the huge tract of 
land was converted into en excellent pasture, where large 
herds oF cattle were fede | 

‘There were ate landaneie 
Even after the draining of the Land was completed, ts 

appearance was by no means that of todeye Rattlesnakes 
infesteé the Lewer areas, Making foot~travel havsardots. 


There were few houses of any kind, the farm house of Ja He 


. Focsi By chert and 


HoCleliami, L050, one mile east of what is now Foooland 
boins ene of the first. Fred Schoenberger was sent from 
Gprinefield toe manare the estate for ix. Fees 
was erected for him one-half mile north of the pxesens town. 

am 1874 the Patuesh rallroadé was built through the area 
owned by Ex. Fooo, and in L@7S a gong of men working unde? 
the direction of o » Peter Plunb, constructed a station at 
the sige of the present tome While wozking on the statiou, 
it. Plumb boarded at the McClelland house east of town. 

fhe Cracked Zee Story 

OLd vecidents ave familiar with a story which is easid te 
have originated at the time Ex. Plumb was ateaying ae the Mow 
Glelland home. Ers. UoClelingnd, ne had excellent results 
in the Yalising of tuxrkeye, accidentally cracked treo Surkey 

CLUS one aan » while takin care of her setting hens. 

®T'3i bet you can't make those ezea hatch” said Er. 

Plumb, who hed been watching her going about her work. But 


ise. UcGlelland was gave. "I'LL just take you up on that," 
she xoterted. She pasted emall pits ef paper over the 
Oracks and put the eres back wnder the hens. Not long aftere 
wanis the eges hatched, ond Mr. Plumb made Hrs. KeCleLland 
@ present of a box of OFenrteg. | 
Eilts Fisat Home. 

on @ site covered with wild strawberries, vattleanakes, 
and wild brandy, John Taylor bulit the fires house on the 
present towneite and became the town's Firat settler. fie it 
was who constructed most of the buildings which moke up the 
town. vo grain elevators, a general otote » and a blackesmith 


shop were amon; the first structures exected in that towne 


Fooslend : a Sue 


Walter Halladay, who came to Foosland from Scotland, was the 


firat blacksmith in towg, and Nelson Taylor was the firet 


gtorawkecnar. 
Yor many years Foosland children wera foreed te Cramp 


two Miles across the pr aizie to the Willow Bend school house, 


directly north of the town. ‘the early chureh services were 


also held in this school house, and Le aves > 2¢ becase a United 
Brethren church, after which a couetery, was atarted there. 
to this cemetery former citizens are still brought from other 
states for burial. 

Certain to Prosper. 

in a community of this eige, where the growth has cotie 
sisted largely of a gradual expansion from a small micleus, 
the histery of the town is Linble te center around the meme 
bere of two or three familica. Gne married couple, whth a 
lavee family of children, can, almost single~-handed, organize 
and davelope a town. With two or three such families. toge= 
ther, a town is almost certain to prosper. 

Families of this kind to which Foosland will always owe a 
great debt of thanks, were the Ball family, the Pollock family, 
the Shields, the Nobles, and the DeLonge, all people of the 
gseatest importance in the history of the town. 

J. H. Polleet, familiarly known to the countryside as 
"Pather Pollock", reared a family of seven gons and one daughter, 


all G2 whos thai to maturity and married in Fooslend. 


Established Ghureh 
"Father" Pollock was instrumental in establishing Methodist 


Poceland 


we hae 


Protestant churches in all of the achool houses vithin a ten 
nile madice of the town, and he used to preach for them until — 


they were abie to obtain ming stexse 


¥ 


*” 


The Shisids ¢ antly, which congisted of Ne. and Hra. Hobert 
' Shields and their four deucghters and five sons, played a larze 
part in the development of ‘the Husginess, church, and secical | 
Live of the community. Menbers of this family, moet of w 
have now raoved away fPow the town, coma back for annual vi S32 Ge 

MY. and Nae Robert Hall, who came to the Cot amunit ey on 
the earliest days of ats existence, roared a family of pix 
sons and daughters, all of whom eed ed here end several 
of whom have continued to teke an active part in the lige of 
ghe community. Me and lea. Ball are cone, but ome dat ughter, 
Nes. Caroline Boyd, and two eons, Corley and Oliver Ball, 
renain £1 towne 

Conducted Virat Storee 
The Pollicek family comucted the first general store in the 

tom, having bought out its builder, ¢. Dyer, oF Mahonet, soon 
after he began it. The Pollock family in later years sold out 
to Valter and Villiam Ritchie and Corley Ball, and even later 
Be YW. Bright and John Ritchie were added to ‘the firm. Fire 
destroyed the original building, but @ new one was erected 
and has stood ungil the present day. The genral store is now 
conducted by he Me Pfoft, an old ¥esident of the soune 

‘The ehureh has always becn an extremely important factor 
in the life of the towne The first church building wan cotie 
structed on the site of the present home of Alan DeLong, by 
the Methodist Episcopal denomination. The first school, which 


was a Giny, ono room aff: LAE y a$eanding where Pe B,. Downe’ garaze 


ia now Loarted, was used as a place of worship by the Ca hriostian 


donot natiode. | digs Ge eR hie 5 Aah 
They Unite. | 7 ' 


Meanehile a Hethodist Protestant: GUUS vas organised in 
6 $he ‘Gorn, aged & feu years Latcr the three denominations united, 


begoming al Hethodiat Protestant’ organ sation and holding setvices 


re 


én ‘the fouacs Liethodi st Epes Sopal cuuuroh. A new wuilding, which 
ss still sto: wing and 49 proudly pot ‘nbed ous by eitigena of the 
town, almost nll of whora ase masbesa of thie chureh, was erected 
$a the east part of town, and the old chureh was used as a tou 


hadi unti2 1% * 729 ¢oun down. 
fwenty years ago a dieastrous fire swept over 


* ; 
cr 
a 
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destvoying ali of the business section, and a shozt tine later 
one of the elevators and the schocl house ERS dostroyed by 
lightening. A Large, now brick school house is now situated 
one-half mile east of towne 
Those Early Citicene. | 

Muddy reais, ereeks to be forded, end the deep anows of 
winter to be overcone, nade the doctor's Life one of continual 
seerifiae, but an the early years the needs ef the community 
and of the countryside for miles around-were faithfully met 
by Dr. He L. Borris. The record of hie service is only a part 
of the record of faightol performances on the part of all of the 
profeesional men who have been comiected with the conmunity, and 
the faithful performance of whose duties is so essential to the 
community's decelopuente | : 3 

ne of the first ainisters in Foosland was the Reve Re Ee 

Fon who Gied vecently. He oame to FPoosland fn the early days 


when he was riding a circuit in this territory. ‘Sometimes, it is 


Foomlend oe 6 
Beid, he pr cached three times on the sane day in different come 
munities. Riding eh eiroult frequently meant ferdin & Tivera, 
“being etuck in the mud, Looking after the eick, and burying the 
Gead, but the record of Ur. Fox is one of perfec’ ful filinent 
of hie éutics. 

Proud of Their. Reoos Pie 

Doctors, dentists, ministers, college presidents, colleve 
professors, mail clerks, and what not have been sent out from 
thie little town, which is prowd of their Yecore in Life. 

But all 62 Foosland's great have not lef the town. Thile 
the world as a whole is not fawdliar with the nawesof such 
people age "Dan" Callahan, tans dennie* Ritchie, Corley Ball, 
and Arthur Larkins, all of whom have spent wowards of 55 yeare 
in this Little comminity, their greatness is no less certsin 
for it is their constant work for cet setae of the town which 
anion made 4% what it is. 

Still Familiar Fipcwre. 
; "San" Gallahan, who is now more than 00 years old, was the 
first restaurant owner in town and hig cheerful smile and ready 
wit are still as well Enown as they were in the daya when he 
wae ee ae and cold pop over the counter to the 
huncry citigons. 

"Aunt Jennie" Ritehiec, thes other claimant to digtinctica _ 
ag one of the two oldest living residents of the towm, is etill 
a faniliar figure up and down the streets of the comunity. 


(Copied for Mes. Carlock, 
Febe 6, 1939 
Emily Burks). 
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MRS. SADORUS TELLS OF PIONEER DAYS 
IN CHAMPAT GN COUNTY 

Me eatin Oey Robert Le ee 
Chompaign-News Gazette 

When you go to Chicago in search of history you can't 
talk to Mra. Chicago; neither gan you find Mrs. Philadelphia 
or Mrs. New York when you go to those cities ror the game 
purpose; but if, in ydur wanderings, you should chance to run 
into Sadorus, stopmin at the pretty little home in the south 
west part of town where Mrs. George Sadorus dives, and she will 
tell you how it happened that her grandfather~in-law came to 
settle more than one hundred years ago in the big grove of timber 
which eventually grew into the town bearing the family name. 

Henry Sadorus, her grand-fatherein-lav, was the First set- 
tler in this part of the county, and the third man to set up 
permanent home in any part of Champaign County. Coming to what 
is now Sadorus from Indiana in 1824, this veteran or the War of 
1812 was the forerunner of a family which has become so strongly 
established that its members will probably never cease to take 
part in the activities of Sadorus Township. 
| Heard Many Stories 3 

Mrs. Sadorus, who is 85, came to the town in 1857 with her 
parents, who had been living in Ohio. Dwelling among the original 
settlers of the town for several years before they began to dis- 
appear, she heard many stories of the early days and came to under- 
stand the difficulties which had been encountered in the building 
of her home. 


"When my grandfather came to Sadorus there was no one here, 


Urs. Sadorus : Be a vA ie eg 

except Indians," Urs Sadorus said. “For two ox three years, my 
fat sherj-in-Law's only vilaymates “were Indian children and the other 
boys and girls of his own family. Then, in 1626, Henry Ewing 
Came and settled in the grove with his family, and this began a 
series of settlements which finally Led hi tos towns © 

But the experiences of liz TS. Sadorus! early years by no 
means consisted entirely or these atories of the paste In the 
fall ‘of the year after ghe came to Champaign County, she had an 
experience which has lived in her memory as one of the outstanding 
events of her life. 

Mede Closing Address | 

On Sept. 23, 1855, Stephen A. Douglas made the closing 
speech on the program of the county fair, held at the Urbana 
faireprounds. Coming shortly after the last of the famous 
Lincoln-Douglas debates, this speech was of particular interest. 
But on the following day, although the fair had ended, Abraham 
Lincoln spoke in the same place and refuted many of the arguments 
made by his opponent the day before. 

It is this event which stands out in Mra. Sadorus' mind above 
everything else in her early years, for she was present for both 
addresses. 

HOf course, in those days no one thought so much about. 
Lineoln. He was seen so often and seemed so comuon to the people 
that they did not realize bis greatness. If I had known he was 
going to be president so s00n, I would have paid more attention 
to the speech, I think," Mrs. Sadorus salde 

Heard Lots about Indians 


tT used to hear lots of stories about the Indians when I 


was a girl," she stated, speaking eagerly and clearly as she 


Mrs. Sadorus . | “tae, 7 


touched upon subjects which wexe just as romantic to her 70 years 
avo aa they are to the people of today. | | | | 

"Dyring the first years of the settlement," she explained, 
"Chere were not any mills in this territory and it was necessary 
to transport the grain 60 miles to Eugene, Indiana, where there 
Was a mill.. ‘Naturally, the men were always gone a week or 
more aftex the harvest, and Satine g.this peri od the worien were 
att alone with the ‘children. ; » 

"Ones when she-men were amay at Eugenc, the women were left 
with only a small amount of corn meal for food until the men 
should return. On the evening of the second day after the men 
had left, a group of Indians came to my grandfather's house and 
walked in, asking for food. My grandmother was quite frightened, 
but she gave them every bit of food she had, and after they had 
gatcn, they lay down around the fireplace and went to sleep. 

"In the morning when they woke up, they went out and shot 
a deer, dressed it, and brought it in for my grabdmother. During 
all the years when the Indians were still around this country, 
the settlers never had any trouble with them. When the tribes 
cane through on the war-path, however, the settlers always hid 
and ees out of theiz waye" 

Land Was Unlimited 

When Henry Sadorus first came to the locality the lend was 
seemingly unlimited and was selling for almost nothing. His 
ambition knew no bounds, so he bought up everything for milea 
around. Mrs. Sadorus tells of a man who came to settle with 
his familys bee started to build a cabin in a Little grove of 


timber 15 miles war from my erandfather!s houses my grandfather 


Mrs. Gadorus oe Go 


rode over there one day and said to him, "What's the idea of ° 
settling vight in my front yard?! But he sold the man a strip 
of land there and let him go ahead--~every one was plad to get 
new neighbors in those days, especially when they wexe go close 
bye" mT | | 

A place near the Ckaw river, haid a mile north of the village, 
waa a favorite resort of the fndians every autumn. Here they 
enoamped and awaited the coming of the deer and other game when 
- they were driven by the prairie fires from the open country 
into the timber. Even after Mrs. Sadorus came to the town, 
which really took shape with the establishment of the railroad 
through this district in 1658, Indians occasionally came through 
the town on their way to the various graveyards where their 


dead had been buried before the white man had usurped the land. 


(Copied for Mrs. Carlock 
Jan. 18, 1939 


by | 
Emily Burks.) 


Hietory and Directory of Champaign County, Illinois. 
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One Wiliian Blanchard, a Concrerational minteter 
preached the fiz st sermon in Champaign City, and astabe 
Zished the Pirst ohurch « the oncrerational Church of 
this city, and the first house of worship was erected by 
that chusch in 1655, at a cost of abou’ $1,000. It ig 

ye ; 


known as the Cooscepond church, as it atood near a pond 


of water frequented by those bipeda. The old building 


Still starisa there, but mo pond, that heaving given place 


cS ty 


to xows of business houses. It ia now oseupicd by the 


German Cathalie congregation. The next church erected 


mas in » by the Preabyterians, the same being now 


used as a scheol building by the Young Ladies seminary | 


Asgociation of this city. The building cost $2,000. 


The Lutheran Gharch was erected the next on Colwnsbis 


street, in 1858, at a cost of about 6700, and it 4o still 


occupied by that organization. The Catholic church, on 
the east side of the track, was built about the same time, 
costing about $700. This has since been enlarged and 
imroved, at a cost of nearly $10,000. : | 
fhe Methodist church, at corner of Ghurch ‘and State 
strects, waa built in 1861, costing about $4,000, and 


about $1,000 in buildings have been added to it since 


that time. I¢ 4s a commodious building, yet far too 


small for the mumbers that worship within its walle. The 


new Congregational church was next. It was built in 1863 


; dat a 3 s LOCRPOpWL 6 TL ongiew 


on Park street, and cost about 213,000 It is a neat, 
substantial building. : 

| The next in order was the Dutch Reforned church, 
erected in 1665, om east side of track, at a cost of 92,000. 

‘The colored Methodist churgh, im L5C4 was next; it cost | 
VE005 and is sise located on the ease side, | 

ee The Baptist church was the next wailt, -t the corner of 
State and Park Streets in 1865 at a cost of abeus $1,500. 

This building was used for school. purposes as well as chureh 

and has since ‘been changed to a residence he Christian 

- ghurch vas built about: the seme time on University Averus 

coating # bOWt C500- it has since been gold and remodeled 


for big cane ke wens new Kio bt church, a Tine brick, 


the entire cost vada about 640,000, and stands at the corner 
of State and Hill streets. The same year was built the new 
Baptist church, at sexner of Randolph Street end University 
Avemice, costing: about : £14,000. It ds a very neat, subs stand 
tial fvame Buliding. Also, in that year, which does not 
appear to have been a very good year for churches, the 

Second Hethodist church Was built » Bear the State University, 
costing about (3,000. The colored Baptist, built their 
church in 1870, the same conting about $7600. Thus it will 

be seen that fourteen churches have been erected in the 

city, eleven of which are still being used for church pur- 
posed. Others Will soon be erected by the Fpiseopal and 
other denominations, now worshiping in the public halis 


ef the atte a 


(Copiod Feb. 6, 1939 
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